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Honorable Bobert Hal• 
Houee 0ff'1oa Build1DC 
Waah1ngton, · D. o. 
Dear· Bob, · · 

I ban . eeen. 70v letter of l'ebruaq 7tla. in regard to the pre•• relea• 
of JamJIJZ'T 3l1i about the Jlaine .A.b1en11 Y:oling Law in 1 t1 application to aoldier 
vot~n&• You. are,·. of aou.r~•• oorrecv 1D. ti.l.8 .ceueral ~•sumpt1on. tbat an ll?l~tive 
Ord.er which 'liOUld attempt to · amend a ■tatu.ta would ·w 1n oontravantion. of' the ·· 
State 0011■t1 tut1onal. · proTi■ion to _the e:ffeci ·that ao • one of' ·the th.Ne 'b;'pohe1 
of' 1;ha gonrnment ■hall ezerc1•• azq. of .the power• of the other . two braohe■ •. 
Howver, a.a JVU are weU,.aware, ti. old th8017 of' abaolute iepara'b111'7 of · 
,:on:rnmeatal funct1ona · hae·, over the put hundred 7eare, been greatl.7. modttied 
beoSQ.ee of the practical nece■aiti•• that at time■ ar11e. · · · 

P. L. 1941,:. Oliapta:,: 305, ia P\J,1'917 a war nieaaura. It mQc!if71,ng the 
regi■tratioa law■ to permit of a eolclier' ■ T0'1ng ie someth1:ag indiaao~ubly 
11:nlmd·\o · the 1 weltaren of' the _people ot .. the Staie of llai'ne, and if it will. 
u11■t .1D 11eooperat1on. with. the te4eral government, · the.a it 1■ wlthiD the . 
pron11on■ of' that 1taw.te. • · f'irat reaot1on. •a• that· there wae mah a :relatioa 
and. under the 91rawaa\~ca1 I tel11 DO hesit_at10Jl in •PPI"O:ViDC the nggestion in 
~gazd to the mod1f'1cat1on ot re~atraUoli. -.chineq aa a purel.7 tempor&.17 ~--
meanr••· ·•·- _ 

llat;,a,re• oon■ideration of' the ma.t\er ha1, however, ahakan \hat opinion. 
, ,. ~hi■ 11 aa eleotion matter. -Oar rep.r4 f'or· the independencsa of elaation maohin.al"1' · 

from all ,n:eau.ti Te in. tarf ereacae 1 ■ 10 ten.der that I D,OW tind I C8D 111 . brine . JD7Ml:t. 
'to adviaa the ·Eiecmtive that it i■ proper f'or him to c1o ·the act which the lagia­
latve oertainlT 111.tenc!.ed '1lat he lhould. 1.,u it I did ■o· adviae, U 1• 
probable ·tbat 1ome clataatad oandidate wo,ud take the. matter to court, .end I t'eel, · 
ihat the couri might WJ:'1' well 1181' that ann though the . Ciyil1u. !Wene• ~at .by · 
ita plaiA wrdl and mean1.nc· au.thori1ecl tlia Governor to &> ·this thine. aanr~ 
le11, even aa a war ll8aaure,· hi■ action ,mder . that attampte4 a.u.thori■atioa woul.4 

be la ooatr&~1!~-~2;;~~_:!,~~-·: .. •~: ... ~ .. , a· .... ... ~ ... ...... ~""'-~ .... .--..~-... ~"~~~--~.... -i 

~ae ■omewhat . ohagr · ad when · I rea4, :releaae · 111. new1paper, · i~t l 

I .- it baa not ca: ed ma "1J.7 pm-ti er un.ea1in.e■1, eoau■e I knew t: t neither .you·, 
\( Fraull: Fellows, en :Brew·eter, nor _ allaoe White ( · 1 firat-ola■s ~era) ar•·· 

/ -. \)'- ge1ng to be t'o.r ' ting U7 _f'edaral eg2.1lation ba■1 1t_.1olel7 oil ewapaper 
(\ \ reports iadireoil7 iing tl:Le. J.t toZ'lle General of' the tate. of'_ Maine. ·. · 
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