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- · To ·Guy:··R. Whitten Deputy Insurance ·.commissioner. 

·.__El!-enr~.----·C.p!!!!!~-·~ __ · _ .. _ ..,_ .. , .... At·t~y--Ge~ 

Under date of January-5, Commissioner Perkins sent me· a 
memorandum, a copy of which ·1 enclose·he~~itb. I _have made. 
careful examination of the Statutes in regard to Domestic Mu_tual 
Fire IDsurance Companies. Whatever may have been the·intention 
of the author of the.amendment·whic~ appears as Public Laws · 
194,;, Chapt·er 148, it. see1:1s to me that r:o change has been m!de 
1n-··the law concerning Domestic Mutual Fire Insurance Companies. 

R. · S. Chapter 60, Sec •. 85, which· provides for. annual cer.ti-
f.ica tes for "every domestic insurance co~pa.nytt might seem ~at 
first glance to cover the~e domestic mutuals. However,·the 
language of the· second.sentence of that section ·shows clearly 
that the provi_sion was intended for. stock companies~ This is 
the more clear when we·compare: the.language of Sec. 85 with Sec. 
84 •. In Sec. 8-4 (1)· domestic .stock insurance, and (2) mutual . · .. 
life insurance comp~~,.S.,. an¢ (.3} domes:tic mutual fire insurance . 
compa.r.iies, ~e pa~ticularly set forth; ·whereas, Sec .85 ,as said above,· 
can ref.er only to stock companies~_ · · 

. -_ Pilblic·.·Laws of 19.31;: Chapter :101, Sec. ·5, which a.mends R. ·s~ . · 
Ch~p. __ 60, ~ Sec. 84-. c¥t ~o~~ ~E~ · ~;r.e~_t. r~f~en~e.....t.o. .• ~,s~tock _ 1n..., _.., __ "'7:~ 
surf:lllc~, (.2) mutuar 1:tre Insurance, · (.3).- do:ttiestic_·JnUtttal· :f'ire~in..;. . . 
SUJ;'l3:nc_e .companies, and makes -the section apply to "every domes~ic 

·insurance .. co:rnpany". This provides for· a biennial examina:tion, ·b1:1,t 
does not go further. · We have. then, as th.a law stands, _a· provision. 
in Sec. 84, as amended, for· biennial examinations· of every domestic•· 
·1nsurance company, ·and in Sec. 85 a provision for- annual certificate·s·' 
in the case of s:tock companies. ·· · 

. · Public L.aws of 194.3; Chapter ·148, tfes in directly to· the. 
amended.Sec. ~4 and the original Sec. 85 of R. s. Chap. 60. The 
language. in Chap. _·148, above cited, "except that domestic mutual 
·fire insurance companies writing on the assessment · plan only are 
exempt from this requirementn·can apply only ta-the original · 
c·ertificate of qualification. It can, .moreover, have· no connection · 
with the words.nfor.each annual renewai thereof $20.00" since there· 
is no provision in tne Statutes requirj,.ng that domestic mutuals··shall , 
obtain -annual certificates. · 

Frank ·1. Cowan 
Attorney-General 


