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Jenunary 25, 1944

James H. Regleter, Field Director
Americen Hed Cross

A. P. 0. 629
New York, H. Y.

Dear Bir:-
.I have your letter of January 7th.

1. It is questionable whether the State of Maine would recognize
&' common~law merriege, although our courte have recogniged the issue of
such marrisges and declared that such lssue are legitimate.

_ 2. Proxy merriasges are not recognized under the lawe of the
State of Malne. '

3. A residemt of the State of Malne does not lose his residence

through serving in the military service and does not need to return %o
Malre to sign a divoroe libel.: 1 \
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rounds for dlvoree in this. State are under R
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4, & ivor +5..1930, Chapter.
13+ Sectlen 2, which reads as follows! '

_"'Gauué-for which divorce mey be grented. A divorce from the bonds
of matrimony mey be decreed in the county where eitber party resides at

the commencement of proceedings, for ceuses of adultery, impotence, extreme i,
eruslty, utter desertion continued for three consecutive yesars next prior

to the filing of the libel, gross and confirmed habite of intoxicetion

from the uee of intoxicating liquors, opium or other drugs, cruel end \
abusive -treatment, or on the libel of the wife, where the husband being of
sufficlent ability or being able to labor end provide for her, groesly or
wantonly end cruelly refuses or neglects te provide sultable medintenance 7
for her; providsd, that the parties were married in this state or cohabited |
here after marrisge, or if the libelant vesided here when the csuse of . '
divorce adecrued, or had resided here ia good faith for one year prior to
the commencement of proceedings, or if the libelee is & resident of this

state. But when both parties have been guiliy of atultery, or there ig - '
colluslon between them to procure a divorce, it shall not be granted. Either
party may be a witness. The superior court has jurisdiction of libels for
divorce in all counties.!
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: '-‘u‘ﬁ‘( I . Very truly yours,
‘r’,..:ll'""'“ .

Frenk I. Cowan
, ) _ Attorney—{eneral



