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Jamea H. Register, Field Director 
.American Red Oros• 
.A. P. O. 629 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear· Sir:~ 

Janual7 25, 1944 

,I have 7our letter of Jenus:z:i 7th. 

1 •. I't is questionable whether the State of Kei:ue would recognize 
a· commo~:i.mrmuri~, although our courta have recoignh:ed the issue of' 
1511ch marriages and deole.red that mch issue are le~itimate. 

2. Pro:zy :mat~a,;e,· are not recognized under the ·1aws ·of the 
State of Maine. . 

3. A resident o'f the State o:! Maine does not lose his residence 
thro-agh ae~1ng in the milit&l'J' service and do~a not need to return to 
Maine to sip a divorce libel. \ , \ , • . 

~ - Grounds for diwrc;-fn this. State. are. m1cler-i:s.::l;30-:-~:.::;;-1 
73, S~ot1en 2, which read~ as followsl . · . 

·' •11 cau.ae~ ·for which divorce m.,. be granted. A dhoroe from the bonds 
of matri11X>D1" JDB1'·be decreed 1n the cc,unty where either party resides at 
the ·commencement of proceedings~ for oauaee of ~te17, impotence, extrema 
cruelt7,- utter desertion oontinued for three conaeCN.tive years nut prior 
to the filing of the libel, groe■ mid confirmed hab1ta• of intozicatio:a. 
from the use of intonoatine; 11 qw,rs, opi'Wll or other drugs. _cruel and 
abtl.ai-ve ·treatment, or 011 the libel · of the wite, where the husband . being ·ot 
autf'icient ability or being able to labor· and provide for her, gro11l7 or 
wantonly- and crc.el11"·.refuees or :peglecta .to pnvide suitable maintm&ZI.~ 
for her; pravidAtd, that·the parties were married in thie · atate or cohabited 
here after marriace, or 1f the 11 belan t resided here when the · 08?18e of . 
divorce accrued., or had resided here in. good faith for one ;rear prior to· 
the commencement of proceedings, or if the libelee is- a resident of thia 
state. But when. both parties have been gailty of aclu.ltery-, or there 1a · 
collusion between them to procure a divorce, it shall not be granted. Either 
party mrq- be a w1~eas .. The superior court ·has· jurisdiction .of libela tor 
divorce in all cOUDties." \ 

----j C • 

Frank I. Cowan 
Attorney-General 
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