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Jamuary 5, 1944

Hon. Herry M. Shaw
Judge, Muhicipal Gourt
Horwey, Maine.

Dear Siri-

I have your letter of December 30th, asking whether,
4in my opinion, a mmicipal court hes jurisdiction in foreible
entry and detainer cases in a town where it bas civil jurisdiction,
in the case such town has & trial Justice.

As I understeand P. L. 1935, Chspter €1, the word " justices"
wag placed in the. third line becamse of* doubt smong the lawyere as
to the meaning of R. S.  Chapter 108, Section 3. Actions of forcible
entry and detainer were béing brought before courts under such
circumstances that -there was doubt about  Jurlisdiction.

The second amendment, &s I recall the legislation, was
stuck in by somebody who was afreid that putting in the word "justices®
up above would limit the authority of munilecipael - judges who travel on
circuit, as in the cases of Plscataguis County and Somerset County.
If there are both a municipel Jjudge and a trial Justice in a sowm,
‘it sesms to me that either will have Jurisdiction.

Very truly youre, .

Frank I. Cowan
Attorney Genersl
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