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C, S, Roberts, Esq, 
Bockland, Maine. 

Brother Boberta: 

December 20, 1943 

I 'acknowledge receipt of your letter of tbe 17th ins tent,. 
addreeeed to the undersigned, regarding the case of 1',J.lace Vinal, 
together with the encloS\lrea, namely-, a cow of the indictment and 
aleo a :f'orm of writ of error that 7ou proposed to su.bmit to Judge 
Murrq, · · · 

I -remember your speaking about a.n insane case, but tbe details 
were not disou.ssed and the case left no impresaion with me when I-left 
Bocklahd, . 

It seems to me that a writ of error would not lie and that the 
proceedin&s to be taken sho'\lld be had under Chapter ·1, Section 417, Lawa 
o~ 1933, amended b;y Chapter 232, Laws .of 1943. · · 

-

This is unlike your other ca.see. This respondent ·has· not been 
oonvicted of the crime charged, but he has been acquitted, ea I understand 
it, by reason of his insanity, and the presiding Jus·tice under the 
section referred tc comini tted him to the insane hosp1 tal at l!angor. 

It seems to me that. this man should be discharged only on proof' 
that he ha.a recovered or "that his disd1arge will not endanger the peace 
~d safety of the community. 11 

While I am willing to be cooperative and.a.ccommodating, ~ don 1 t 
think tbat this -is a case in which .I would want to be rushed, ·u ·th• 
matter of prima.r;r importance is whether thi~ man msq be _safel7 dis­
charged, to mingle asain with the general public, I sq again, 1n ~ 

· o~inion, tbe proceedings should be . had under Section 417, or Section 41g. 

Very. truly yours, 

Abraham l!reitbard . 
Deputy Attorney- General 

.All:c 


