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To Hon. Sumner Sewall, Governor. 

~~6~ tJrJt,·fa:i•:~ 

Subject: Buying of Deerskins 
' 

I { 

December 15, 1.943 

I have examined the la.test revision of the Inland Fish.and Game Laws 
and under the provisions of Sections 92,· 93, 94 and .95 it is apparentlT · 
unlaw:f'tll to 11sell or offer for sale or barter11 any deer or. en:y pe.rt of a 
deer save that the heads . and hides me.r be sald to properl.7 licensed · 
taxidermists or·dealers in deerskins and heads, as provided in Sections 
92 e.nd 93. . . 

(
7 I am informed that the Jud8e of one of· our mun~cipal. courts has 
recently held that the head and h;de· of a deer are not part of t:tie ae~r. 

J That, I believe, was in Penobscot County, and Penobsco·t ~ounty 1a widely 
lmown as the home of the famous :Bangor Plan - a pa.rt of the. State of 

261J 

. Maine that has 1 ts own interpretations in regard to the· meaning and 
enforcement of the laws. I find tey"self compelled to disagree with the 
learned judge and hold that •the head and hide a.re not onl7 perts of' the 
deer, but, from the point of view o:f the deer at least, ver:, essentiai parts. 

. . . . . . . - . . 

. ~-. ~r· •. ~:~Stob1'e 1 a \11.i.~~tiori~ · e.ddres~ei "to .me, was· wheth~r. the ~l'IIler ·of a··. 
deerskin mq have it processed for use. I find.nothing 1:a·our statutes' 
to pro hi bit the· own.er fro~ having this done. Rowe~r, he 1 s confr~n ted 

~ with Section 6~~ 1~ he .wishes to·transport t~ deer or any pa.rt thereo~ 
beyond the limits of the State, unlea.s ·he purchases a special -.license. 
the fee for which 1s·$10.15. Moreover, the provisions of Sect~on 67 
make it exceedingl;y embarrassing to transport the • deerskin. and .head 
·within the State. 

It is the opinion 0£ this department that the owner of a deerskin 
and head mq have it processed; _that he_can send it outside the State 
if he p~s a fee of $10.15 for that pu.rpoae: but that he is restricted 
on sale to taxidermists and dealers having a license·. Whether or not 
this last 1s en unoonsti tutional restriction of the rights of an owner 
to deal with his own propertr as he sees fit (where the police and 
health laws. are not invol~ed) is_not a matter for this office to 
consider. 'l'he legislature has spoken end-1 t is .the duty of the attorney 
gener-al to presume that the legislative enactments are constitutional 
till held otherwise by. the courts. 

Frank I. Cowan 
Attorney.G-eneral 


