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¥evember 10, 1943 J‘M

Hon. Sumner Sewall, Governor Executive

Frank I. Cowan Attorney General

I. em returning herewith the letter of the Acting Becretary of the
Navy bearing date September 28, 1943, together with the enclosures
having to do with a declaration by the Navy of ite acceptance of
jurisdiction. I don't like. these proceedings, end two years ago,
when the Wer and Navy Departments were getting active in connection
with the airports, I figured out some lenguage that I thought would
protest the intermts of the State. The United States Sypreme Ceurt,
in a ease involving the State of North Carolina, held that the
protective langusge was of no avail. Inasmuch as that court has the
last guess in regard to the law and we have to accept-that guess as
-final, unless we ask them to reverse themselves, I am under the
necessity of saying that on the present interpretation of the law by
our court, there is nothing we can do exeept recagnize that the
United States has taken certain lsnd. The letter from the Secretary
of the Nevy is simply a notice to the State of Maine so that we will
have a record and the omly reason for your signing the recelpt which a3
pent along. is as & matter of courtesy so that they will know that
the notice has heen received and noted. '

Frank I. Cowan
Attorney General



