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November 8, 1943 

To Honorable Wallace H. Whit·e, United States Senate 
Re: Pos.t-War Fund 

. Enclosed you will find a copy of Chapter 353 of the Public Laws 
of the State of ,Maine. You will notice that the sum of $1 000,000. was 
app:top~iated, and ·$50,000. was authorized to be expended for plans and 
specifications; .but no expenditures shall be .made ·from this fund ~til 
the prQject or proje~ts have b~en approved by the legislature. The 
Maine D.evelopment Coumission is to report on its act·ivities under this 
Act •t the next special or regular sessiqn of the legislature. 

Mr. Harold O'Brien· of Mount Vernon, Maine, has been appointed by 
the Governor and-Council ~o act a• a director of projects for post-war 
con~iderat:l,on .• Mr. O'Brien has an office in. the State House ••• He. 
wa~ formerly an ~xecut·ive officer of the International Silver Company._ 
Upon bts retirement, he, bought a place in Maine and s.ettled here because 

-he liked the ·stat;e an-d its people .. I believe Mr. O'Brien ia an engineer 
by prof_ession, and it is. my understanding that his servi(?eB were -solici• 
te.d ·by members of the industX'.1a1 division of the Maine DeV"elopment Com.-
mission. "'· 

Thi"Q.king that you might like ~o know what has .occu,rred to date 
under this program, I interviewed this mol'ning Mr. ~erett Greaton, 
e·xecutive secre.tary of 'the Maine Development Commission, and learned 
that the outline consist·s of these five divisions: 

1. Agriclllture and Rura1 HighWILya. 
Under this project will be the building ·of gQod roads giving 
ready access for crops t~ public in:arkets during the entire 
year. ~is will also result in the purchas.e and improvement 
of many .abandpned farms. throughout the State, which would 
have a market value if the roads leading to them were im­
proved. 

2 • Industrial. 
Both the individual and the group .methods of industrial em .. 
plQyinent are being surveyed and f act.s. and figures are being 
tabulated, so that indus~rial needs of labor and industrial 
opportunities_ for labor may be utiliz~d at roa•imum capaci~y. 

3. Municipal Projects. 
~e Development .Com:nissian has a fulo-time representative 
working with muni~ipalities·throughout the State on local 
municipal prpjects, such 4s road building, public buildings, 
and possibly municipal utilities, together with a-careful 
consideration of the methods of financing th~ same . 

4. State PX'.ojects. 

All the department heads are .J>_eing consulted and encouraged -
to submit necessary and worthwhile undertakings for the 
improvement of their departments, which will in turn yield 
a beneficial return to the public. 
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The Highway Department is considering highways and bridges, 
and also super .. highways. 

A new wing has been proposed and accepted for the State House. 

The Department of Institutions has proposed additions t·o the 
State Qospitals and t.o several other institutions under its 
jurisdictionQ · 

The Sea and Shore Fisheries Department has proposed the . 
erection of sop:ae rearing stations. Incidentally, the lobster• 
rearing station bas been a tremendous success, with the re­
sult that thi~ year there was an excellent catch along the 
coast as contrasted with_ £-our or fiv~ years ~go, when the 
situation was most discouraging o We now recogniz·e the need 
of assisting na·ture, if we are going to· take large. -crops 
from the soil .or the sea each year. 

The Forestry.Department has proposed.projects which are 
designed t,o el:Lminate destruction .from ins.ects and p•sts, 
as well a~ re~seeding. 

5. Only as a last resort - the use of federal funds and federal· 
projects. 

Wallace, this has been taken Just 4s it -appears on the agenda and 
.I have no furth~r comaiente to make. 

After having had to write . t() you fc,r SC many things over· a long · 
time, it iE! a pleasure to me to see s reque·st coming from your direc .. 
:tion toward me. If there is anything fimt:her that you would like to 
have me do on this or anything else, I will be pleased to re.spand. 

JGM:c 

John G. Marshall 
Deputy Attorney General 


