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Noiember 3, 1943 

To George J, Stobie~ Commissioner 

From· Frank I . Cowen . 

•Case of State v. Fred Frederic 

Inland Fisheries and Game 

At"tornq General 

, I' have· your. memo of October 25th s~ped by-. Mr. Mal.107, . 
chti,e1' warden,· enclosing (l) copy of letter from you to ]!'red Fr.edaric, 
dated October 21, (2) original letter from !enjamin Btl.tler,date4 
October 22·, and (3) a r•~rt ot! the Frederic case. 

Please note that there :q,as b~en a misconception in regard to the · 
·statute •. Secition.43 of the Inland Fish and Game Laws, in paragraph 2 : 
of said section, provides that 11The commissioner mm:. revolte exq license 
or lioen.s-,s held by:_ !3Uch ,Person for· a period·. of not· le es tban three 
month nor more· than one 7ear fro~ the date when notified of said · 
conviotion. 11 . 

Paragraph 5 p~vid.es 'that' 11 If at the time of conviction of 8lJ:T 
peraon cha.reed with a violation ••• S\lch person shall not be the 
holder of a license ••• the commissioner ••• shall not is~ en7 
such license to said person '1llltil one ·7ear has· elapsed. 11 

.In the Frederic case, a.ppareJl.tl.y- Ur~ ·Pearson, the ward.en, ad.vised 
Mr. Frederic ··that he would not lose his license.· Mr. Pear.son ·went 
further than he had authority to ·go in making B1l.Oh a promise, because 
the decision rests· entirely with the Commissioner, since 11 at the time 
of conviction" Mr. Frederic did have e. resident hunti:n« license. 
Therefore, the _mandator,y. provisions ·of paragraph 5; Secti9n 43, 
apparently do not appl7 to this case, and·it falla within the provisions 
of paragl'.a.ph 2. . . 

It would be highly improper for me to suggest that the Oomm1es:l.oner · 
should or ·should not back: up lµs WFden in this particular matter: 'l'hat 
ts purelT an· administrative matter .and·not one where I have. a right to 
express !!in ?ffioial opinion. 

FIC:o 

Frank I . Cowan 
Attomei General 


