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August 3. 1943 

Mias l!auline Jil. Taylor. 
:Box 3b7, . 
Kennebunk Bee.oh. Maine. 

Dear Ma.dam, 

ln answer to ;your letter of July 27th, last, 
to the .lttorney General, regarding the provisions of Chapter 171 
of the Public Laws of 1943 end the rightB of tbe Bigners 
of your letter to take sea moss from the beach adjoining 
your· homes ori Great Hill Road •. 

You will notice that Chapter 171 prohibits BJr3' 
person. from talcing moas from Br1Y of the mores of the State 
w1 thin the tide. waters for c~mmarcial purpose,1, except under 
the following conditions: (a unless the person shall have 
been e. resident of :the. State for at least 5 years; end, (b) 
if a person bas been a resident f'or 5 years and if that person 
desires to take sea DlOSS from the BhorE!s of' the State or 
within the ·tide waters of the State for commercial. purposes, 
it 1 s ne cessa.ry · to obtain a 11 cence f'rom the Commi ssianer 
of Sea and Shore Fisheries, · 

There doesn't seem to be any prohibition in the 
law for the taking ·of moss for non-commercial purposes. 

Perbaps ;you will be good eno'U&h to commanicate the 
contents of this letter to the signers of your letter., as their 
address~& were not given. 

Ver:, truly ;rour1, 

John G. Marshall 
Assistant Attorney General 

JGM:o 


