
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



This document is from the files of the Office of 

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to 

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference 

Library on January 19, 2022 



June 4, 1943 

To David H~ Steven1;1, State tssessor. 
Re: Town HaLl 1n a Deorgan1.zed Town 

I have your memorandum. asking about your authority to transfer 
title to a village improvement assoc1at1Qn until such time as the 
town reorganizes, when the title to the town ha.Ll will autoi:natically 
pass to the municipality. 

Under the statutes as we have heretotpre interpreted them tor· 
you, the State Tax Assessor is the administrative otfic.er in conneci
tion with properties ot deorganized tp,wns which the State 1.s ho.Lding 
in tru.st for the people ot the .community. The town hall concerning 
w:hic;h you .speak has apparently been dedicated definite.Ly to a ·public 
u~e, and it is much better to assume that the town itaelt would have 
no authority to sell the building, nor can yQu as successor to the 
pqwers and ~uties of the town sell tl;le ~uilding wtthout specific 
legi~!ative authority. Hpwever, the .transter-ot title to a village 
improvement association,. W1.th the limitation which you have sugge1:1ted, 
would n9t be such a sale as wou.Ld be beyond your :powers. The hall would 
still be kept .tor the. publie use of -the.people .ot the community just 
as it w-as before, and such a provisiqn would or necessity be in the 
deed. 

FI,C: c 

Frank I. Cowan 
Attorney Genera! 


