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Hanr.v l'. ·wee.var, Ch.id 

'Frank I. -Cowen, General 

State l'olice 

Attorney General 

":Seeno 11 ( P. L. 1943, Chapter 355)' 

. The statute, 1n '1111' opinion, bas neither by ·express word■ nor ~ neoHsa.%7 
implication. · proT1d9d. tor the giving of prises. Neverthelea■, we mu.st reoopise 
that a1nce 11baano" 1D 1 tselt· is as !nnooent a game a.a checkers or dominoe", 
the legislature D?-•t. have had eome reason f'or pu.tting Chapter 355 of tbe 
Public Laws ot 1943 o'D. the books. Thie is 1t.rengthene4 by' the suggestion in 
Section 6 that act■ inconsistent therewith shall not appl7 to the game of · 
11beano", and also the proTiaion that tairs shall not lose thair stipends for 
permit~ng the·-game of Mbeano11 to be Pl&l'ed. · 

. . 
le are forced, therefore, al.tbo'llgh the legislature has· not. defined the 

game, to a■l'Ullle . tQ.at the g1 ving of Pril!es muet have been considered as. an 
easential part of the •emu.semen.t oommonl.7 known a a beano. n. . . . . . 

Since 7our department has the d:u.t;y of enforcing the law and making the 
rill.es and regu.lations which ahall govern the pl8¥ing of_ the game in lN,bllo, 
it· behoove■ us to establish Y"Our ·position as-olaarl;y as we poaaibq ·oan. 
You are not authorized by the "beano." law to relax 1n 8:lfT degree ;your stand 
a,;ainst gambling, and .since the legislature mu.at have reoognhed that tact 
in 1 ts drafting ·of the 11beanc;,11 act, 1 t seems to me that we mu.it accept the 
theory that the leg1·11ature intended to raniove froni 11 gamblingU the practice 
of g:1,ving prize.a in connectio:a with the pl•ing of pu.blic 11beano11 • . HoweTe,r, 
'tbe legislature did not open the door completel.7, · but stated in unmietalca'ble 
lancua&e that · 111:he chief of the state police ·eha.11 make such ru.J.eri and• 
regulation.a tor the holding, conducting and operating of au.oh amu.sements aa 
he mq deem adTieable· tor the pu.rpoae of thia :act. 11 Moreover, the la1'1gll888 
of the act in V8J7 positifl _in making ·1t optional with the cbief-of the · 
atate police to decide. who shall be permitted to pl~ the game, and that tbe 
perm1aa1on to pl,q thi ■ particular game ·ahall not be ooneidered .u giving 
aimilar permiaeion for the pl,qina of ,my o~r game. Obviou.el.71 thi■ 
restrictive la.ngua&~ would not have ·been used, had the le,;ialature contem;plattld 
opening the dcore tor an;y kind of prise-giving or P.JDbling in connection. With 
ant other game; and it seems to me very apparent that the legislature 1nten~d 
that the state police ahoul4 promulgate such i:,uea and regulations that the 
game of' 11beano", · as plqed, should not be an invitation to person• who would 
make it a BOuroe of private profit. 

Apparentl7, iules and regulations to be put. out b1" the state police mu.st 
then contain a recognition that t.o some es:ten t prizes · ~ be given. I respect
tulq wggeat that a declaration of policy be inserted in those nJ.es end 
reglll.ationa immediatel7 precedi:u,; Jm7 para«rapha that ·have to do with the 
giving of prises, somewhat in the follow1ng language: 

.' Since the giving and receiving o! priHe is apparently- an eeaent1al pert 
of the 11 amu1ement commonly known. as beano, 11 and because ·tne legislature mu.st 
hs.n reoognized that fact 1n -the paBBin& of the _bill itself, the •State Police, 
for administrative purposes, will proceed on the theory that the giving• or 
receiving of prizes in .connection with the 11 emu.eement lmown as beano, 11 when 



said. prizes a.re ·within the limits provided in. these ·:regulat:i.ona, 1s riot 
to be regarded as a violation of the ~~1-gambllrig laws of the· State. 11 
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