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Hon, Ralph W Parris.
ganitte r - ftate House
Augns%a,.nninq

Ny dear Senators

" - X have béen giving careful ‘study to L.D, Ne,656,
AN 207 Penalilinghcertain Aetivities Relating o Ratiocped
Commodities in Time of War, and I have had considevable
further discussion with the Governor, with Mr., Richardson
and with xzembers of the Council. The position of the
Governor is; a3 I stated it ¢o {auzlaat nigh& ‘that he is
neither fof nor against the bill bub does cpire the .
statied opinion of the Judielary Committes.

.. 1% spems to me that the dociment in 1ts present’
form(which is greatly at variance from the original dosuw
ment submitted to mejia well drawm, and if the lLegislsture
were Lo mee fit %5 pubt this into the atatute books I believe
that it would very considerably simplify the problem of the -
Governor and the Attorney fOenéral in handling this rationing -
problen. is I told you last night, I have no objection.te
the bill itself and that my pérsonal reluctanss o approve
it was based on the fact that the lawyers of the State have
been very fine in their cogperation in enforeing Bxecutive
Orders. under the Civilian Defense Act and I was fearful lest
scme of them might feel they cannot go along with this new
Aet if you adopt it.

_ However, &s 1 consider the matter furvher, it is
very-gessible thnﬁ the lawyers msy be willing %o consider
Bo. 656 in the same light as théy do the Civilian Defense
Act and, in view of the emergéncy in which we find ourselves
éue to the War, they may show the same willingness to go
along as they ﬁava for the lest year with the existing law,.
It may be that I have been wnnecessarily cautious. - '

- I suggest that if you see ﬁﬂt to.pnil L.DiNo,656
you insert a sentence before the *Duration of act? paragraph
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somewhat as followsy "Hothing in this act shall be held
to 1imit, abridge or restriet the powers conferred upon
the Covernor by Chapter 305 of the Public Laws of 1341,
spproved January 21, 1942.%.

T Please understand that I am not in any way ;
suggesting what your Committee or the lLegislature should
do. . If you see fit to pass this bill, especielly with an
anendment such as I have suggested, no harm cen be done
by reason of its passage, and it is very possible that -
we may Tind that it assists us-in administratiom. Cer-
tainly with the Legisiature in session and this rationing
-egergency existing, any study of the subject ard sny
-aetion-ths Legislature takes iz bound to bé of resl
assistance to the Executive. -

Yery re#g&étﬁllr ?ﬁﬁgﬁ;

‘Frank I. Cowan
sAttorney General

FIC h

‘B.B.~This letter does not necessarily indicate a
wavering sttitude on my part. It is rather a
progress of conclusion which is the resuls
of further study and consideration of the
‘subjeet.
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