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October 15, 1948
Frank I. Cowan, Attorney Ueneral
George T H;;l?,._state Tax Asaessor

Ue
I have your memorandum of August 28th, aak.tng abcutqmetho& of
taxation of New Pagland Telephone and Telegraph Company and Western
" Unlon Telegranh Companys I will anawer. t.ha questions in the order
in wh‘.lch you have asked them, :

New rmw Tﬁlomone and Tel'egag 'm:

.'L- n any informetisn thils office posaesses et the pruah!}
time, the revenue derived by the Wew Fngland Telenhone ank 'nalmgnph
Company from its advertising should not ha clegaed as a pert of
"the gross receipts of such corporation.: . » ¢ » scollected vithin
this State on sécont of 4ts telephone mnf tolegraph bua.tnesn", and
-80 should not be tawed, This opinizn 1s subjest to change if .
gvi&iznga hersafter aubmitted inddcates that sush advertising sfmld

e 1lnc wied. '

R

24 Elim.’mate mwrmes from ganaml saw:lma and ucenseu
e -Eliminata other operating revenués

‘44 Inolude revenues from telephones’ located 1 Haine. so:v&ed
by Few Hampshirs .exchanges, If the company wishes; as a matter of
esonvenience to itself, . to carry telephones in Haine through & foreign
exchange that is a business procedure in which we are not: interested.
However, if we were to permit the exclusion of !phones in Kitta:?
simply beoause they are served through a Portamouth exo! s and -
should approve the contention of the compeny that payment
Yaollectod™ slsewhere than the State of Maine, we should of naéeaa:lt
rave to approve any further extension of the system the company migh
make, and it 1s conceivable thet the City of Portland might, thr
some new invention, be serviced through & Portsmouth exchango angd |
the business held’ non-tmble.

Wentom Imion Telegraph Company:

1, Include money transfer premiums, This is & souroe of 4ngome
made posasible only through the operation of the "line".

2. Incliude returns from wires leased to brokers,
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3.
4y
" Ba
By

Include the net revenue on mesaenger service,

Inelude time service revenue,.

Include stock and commercial news revenue.

‘Ineofer as this office has evidence at the progent time,

you may preperiy elinminete. other nenetrensmiseion revenus sinesd

that ia apparently hot derived from the unse of the lines snd is

‘in the same category as the edvertising revenus derived by the .

telephone company, This opinion ig subject to chenge 1f evidencs

- 4 produced to show that the revenue is d&rived, either directly
or indirectly, rrom the use of the "line",

I am returning, herewith, the brief filed by Mrs Fs L ?1seher:
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Attorney Censral



