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October 1, 1942
The Attorney Génsrql

Governor Sewsll

. T heve mzde a careful study of the materisl in this
office covering the subject of possihble embezzlement of
$1950,000 by former Governor Brann.

Fe hove no evidence of any suen unlawful conduct. There
was & Joint Legislztive Committee in action in 1937, which
gave some study to the matier but, although it failed fo
lognte 153 canceled checks representing an aggregate sum of
apparently $196,000 end Ex-Goernor Erann was unable o
produce =ny recelpts, vouchers or accounts covering the
funds 20 expended, there is nothing in the record %o
suggest that sny of the amounts were expended vnlawfully
or any of the e¢recks given for improper purposes.

. Moreover, the evidence such as we have seems to
disclose that the funds in cuestion were Federal funds-and
that the Gobrnor handled tiem, not as representing the State
of ¥Ynine, but as fgent for the Federal Government and, as
such, seted in his indivicdual cspacity. There is nothing
in the record to indicate thit the itate of Xaine is involved
in any way, or is to the sligltest extent indebtzd to the-
Federzl Government for a single cent of this money.

The evidence furtler disclos2s that tue dtate of “sine
a8 & ptete has no authority to interfere in this matter.  The
funds were purely Federal funds and the Courts have held that in
eny such cases the Federsl Government slone has Jurlsdictlion %o
prosecute in any cases where prosecution may be necessary. . .In
other words, it is B Federal and not a State guestion., If the
evidence dilsclosed that there was actually embezzlement, as has
been suggested, the State would be poverless to moves

Frank I. Cowan
Attorney Generel
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