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May 27, .1948 

Frank_I.- Cowan. Attomey- General 

Hon. Sumner Sewall, Oovemor_ot Maine 

I talked _with Mr. ,Utnem yeeterd.&7. in regard ~p the ac~ion ot 
t.he Executive Cosmnlttee of· the Governo~a• Cont'erenoe which" met· 1n·: 
Wa_ahlngton,- Na-,. Slat.,. ·to. oone1der the· poe·a1b111t7 ot· joint action· 
by the .ate.tee to e11.mlnate aez.1oua obatzwuc,t1cme 1n the_ movemen1' 9t 
neoeaaar7 wai, materiel due.to ftz-1atlona 1n _motor vehiole .atandard~. 
Mra Putnam 1ntorma· me ·that the ton standard :requlrementa that•~• . 
agreed upon _.t th& -lawa o~ the State·or Matne:except tor H'which 
set• up .pei1m1•eab1-1-ngth · of · a comb1nat1-on at 46 .feet. · I 'Understand 
the Stat·e ln allows 40 ~•et·. · .- · · · 

My pez.11()na1· te•ilns .1·11 _that· it !.• bettea- tor poUc• moraleif' th67 
have de.f1nlt• .t.tsure, to work on. Han:, ,-ara otexpe~f:•n~e.1n d.tti.1• 
ins· diHCtly-wlth pol1ee have shown- that whei-e· ma-themat1oa1 moaaure• 
menta are 1n~lffd it 1• ·not· proper- to pel'mlt the. pollcemui to . · · 
exercise di_scretlon,. To ~lm! 2 and·. S mue~-. make.•• and· to perm1t 
·him to v~y the -zresu1t itaelr on d1a·eNt1-on lead.a to 1U.ladm1n1atra• 
ti~. . · . 

. . I be11ove it 1a ~t- proper.". ---to· put out lnatnotlona to .the 
po11ce t-o ignoro the 40 toot mu.:lmum ~1•1~ of our 1•~ in th-e 
case o.t·- t·ranaportaticm -of •t•:r1ale ~u1red. t.o'l- the wu et.ton. 
becaua, evel'J' load could,. t~ some extent, be. so claaa1t1ed •. I 
belteYe the propel! ,thing to do 1• to iaau.e. an Exec"t1ve Order 
1ncrea•S.ng perm1_aa&ble length of combinatlon· to 45 .feet_.· 

Attorney General 

F!O:GH 


