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May 20, 1942
Frank I« Cowan, Attorney General
Suzmey: Sewell, Governopr cf Maine

The fear that Hr. Fumivael of Portlend 1a quoted as
feeling becguse of ths wording of Emecutive Order #8, the
purpose of which is to save from the brand f pauperdom
the dependents of & porson actively enrolled in the m:l.litm.
navel, marine or aly service of tha Federal Government
. not mn grounded, Exesutive Order §# simply plaves tfm
dependents in the same clessificntion ss the famillies of
soldiexre, seilors and marines who served in the lsst World
War, &s pu-ovmd in R. 8. ‘Chapter ss. Secticn 8.

‘The ordexr dosa not 'in eny way suggest mpdification or
sbridgment of the right of a mumicl ty to recover from
the soldisrta or ssilorts towm of settlemsnt, nor the right
of the overseers of the poor to remove and support sush
dependents in the town of hias settlement,

© Executive Orders issued under the provisiona of
Chepter 306 of the Publlec Laws of 18941 {the Civilien.
Defensa Act) mast be strictly comstrusd. 8y ths very
neture of the Aect authorizing them thay cannot be extended
exgept by the most upgent necessity., The Clvilian Defense
Act 13 & measure of war expsdisncy, Under it the OGovernor
has the duty of lssiing orders that ere to have ths effect
of law. &ince ovur form of govermment is Democratie, thosa
orders cen have effect within their express language, end
ne further. To construe Order $8 in the broad manner in .
which Mr. Furnival has interpreted it 1s wholly contrary
to our theory of government, snd such & constructlion cennot
be acceptede

Frank I, Cowan
Attorney General
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