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William B. Mitchell, Seet7 
Business.Men's Assoaiation, Inc. 
Old Orchard Be~ch, Kaine 

Dear Sir:-

April 24, 1942 

. I have your letter of April 8th 1n regard 
to ~ayl1ght saving_time. 

Un~er the limitations of R •. s. Cb.apter 91, 
Section 82, the Attorney Gener~l- is not permitted to 
give official opinions except to the State .or State 
Departments. I cannot, therefore, giv_e you an oftioial 
opinion on·this_matter and ~st leave it to your priv~te 
attorneys. · 

Unofficially, I'can say tha~ nwar timen, 
so-called~ dees not exist 1n· Maine. That expressiOl) 
is a· very happy one. suggested by the President to 
assist those States whose Legislatures·were. not in 
eession at ·the time when Congress.passed the new 
·sta:i'ldard time act. Such States ·had to go' through 
the bunglesome process of ·"-i4o~~g a <3:aylight saving 
time rule by Executive Or~e!".,i e result being one 
or-· veey·" dubious·· 1egal1 ty. . In Maine our Legislature . 
happened:~to· be in !i'ession and picked up_ the Federal 
act·and adopted a new standard time-1aw for Maine so 
that. ~tandard time 1n 11.aine ·1s • the sam4;l as standard 
time set by act·of Congress. 

There is no restriction in our law on any 
indi:~ridua.l, group or municipality, ·or on the State 
i_t;self, setting clocks 1n any. fashion· desired, . 
Eas.tern · standard time is the of:ficial time- and courts 
have to ·r,mction on. that time. Coniracts operate 1~ 
accordance with that ti111:e unless there is something 
expressly stated to the contrary in the contract · 
itselt. 

.. .. . 



William B. _llitahell, S'ec 1y -2- Apri-1 · 24, 1942 

. · If'. any or ~11 - the people or Old Orchard Beac):l 
or· any other munieipal·ities -int the -State want to set _ 
their clocks · at any,. time . different::· from Eas.te:t-n standard 
time,. tb91·· are at·-perfecf~ . liberty~ _t_o do . so. They c.an 
set their clocks ahead· an .·hour . or set -them back an · 
hour and a4opt any other system of time they see tit. 
The.one thi,ng they- cam~t do~is change _legal time 
which is- th~- Eastern standard ·time s.et ey· Congress· 
~ a4Qpt~d:as- such by. our Legislature • .. . •. . .. .. 
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FIC:gh 

Very tr'lµy yours, 

8/ Frank I. Cowan 
Frank I. Cowan 
AttorIJe,: G'eneral 


