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April 23, 1942
The Attorney General

Henry P, Weaver, Chief
. Bsate Police

-3 have your memorandum of April 1l8th in regard to the cow -
oparnﬁion;afnﬂh:g?qrd workers in the use of their susomobiles.  The
-subjecl is trought up particularly by the letter to you from Georgs i,
Brown, Chalrmsn of the O. Py As Ratvioning Bosrd #3e2, Brunswick, Maine,
.1 think there is nothingnin'tha energency that requires that we -
peruit an absolute bragkdown in our laws in regsrd to the opetation of
sutomabiles for hire. "It sesins to me that we esn very essily suggest
& method by which these workers can scopsrste without any violstion of -
State statutes, I Mesars A B C D end B each own an sutomobile and -
arrange that “the automwobile of M¥r. & only shall be used the firel week,
iy, B only the second week, and so on, we will have the comservition .
of Ptubbel and g‘aeline_thnﬂ'ua deaire without the problem of vicistion
of the law regarding ewgyiﬂa'pt_l_acnqoﬂ for hire, AR

3T Ressrs, A B.and G each own mn’ mutomobile, but Messrs. Diapnd B
dp not, .1t is obvious that Messrs, D and E will have to obtaln transe
‘pordation by some neans. If thers 1s insuffiolent mesns for trense
porsation by publis ubiltties in the ares invplved, then we can props
pg;{';lluﬂnn_nnd E %o contribute & swall amoiunt to help out on the -
egst of upkeey snd operation of the sutomobile of the neighbor in whie

they ride, although & fixed charge by the peighbor, even though 1t 1y
badsd on the operation and upkeep, will be a violation of the lsws In .
other words, Nr. A cannot let it be kpown that ' he will trsnsport workers
for a cgrﬁgin amount. ‘The minute he does that he 1s competing with the
publie utilities eompanies, If, however, he gives & neighbor & 1§fs
and permits the neighbor to help out by buying some gas or some oil
there gan be no objsction, ' ' o gt aE

, If there is adequate public utility transportation serviee to
$ake care of all workers who have not asutomobiles of their own, then
any easb payments for transpertation made to persons not holding publie
utility licenses will be & violation of the law, We get down to the.
queation of whether or not, as & magter of faect, thers exiasts in the
various areas to which this problem applies sufficient means of trsns-
portation by licensed carriers pso that there is no necessidy for private
ibdividuals going. into the bus business. Where smergencies exist we
mast recoghise them and apply the law scgordingly: Where no emergencies’
exist we must insist on & strict compliance with existing statutes.

e must be mire that we do everything possible to further the war
effort, but at the same time we must insist that the war effort shsll -
net be used as an unmecessary excuse for breaking down?our governnentel
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strusture which has been built up through many yaara of sffort
and. the chief obijedt of which is to better protect the. rlghtl
of the people of the SBtate as s whole, and also protect the
rights of the private individual, It 1s not evary timeé that

& person demenda:a walver of the law on the ground of a guhlie{
emergensy that sush waiver is Justified. If there is s methed . .
af procedure thit will take care of the aitustion that uriaet |
-and 8t the ssme time will Aot permit any relaxing of our g

- mmforgement of uxiitlng statutnl, &haz is the’ prncoduro ve
should fbl.lﬁ'u i
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rl'lhlt xn Cowan
Attorney General
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