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February ~2, 1942 

The. Attorney G~wal 

Max L. Wilder, Bridge Eng1neer. IIighi.-ey D$pt, 

I have your !!lemoranoum of February 5th,. 1n x•ege.rd to 
the excise taxes in eonnect1on with the Carlton Bridge Resolve, 
~eing Chapter 81_, Resolves or 1941. 

. Daring the ten ~ontbs th!it h~v• elapsed .since my opinion 
·ot April 2. 1941, addressed to Lucius D. Barrow•, Chief r'ngineer, 
Otate Highway Comm1t$1on, 1 ·h~ve made n rather caretul study · 
or the Carlton ~ridge situ~ti~ ~nd bave had report~ on t..~e . 
exci:so taxes paid and which j.irobably.would be ptt1d during the 
year 1941. 

Interpreting str1c~ly ·tr.e language of the Reaolve, wtll. 
apparently nake a ditferenco or some t:2soo to t.3000 edd1t1onal 
:f'unds for tJ'l.O State &1ghwq ~j)ertoen~. The Vtfry marked. reduction 
o£ income Which tti.::a.t departcent is f'{.-cing far the year . 191.2, m&l~es 
it imporative that where _thero 1s a pos.s1bil1ty of iut.erp:reting a 
statute two wuys, th.tlt irlterpretat!on &hould· be e.dopted Which 
will best conserve the financos or tl'~e de·pi.rt!:en t f.f 1 t will . net 
work an undue 1:&rdship elsGWhere. I ai=, ~here:rore., advisini you 
tr.at you shoula disregt:t.rt.1 thEl inatruc t1ons tha.t I . gave on · J,pr1.~ ~, 
1941., a.nd adopt ·strictly the cec..nin8•or tho words nreeeived by'. 
·said mun1c1p&l1ty during the year 1941"• This .,,111 mean tba·t· the 
nnm~cipalitioe shali bEj-tQJv.rged by the Dtate for an m~ount. 
equivalent to ~/12ths or,.-~e excise tsxes "received" ~di~ 
mun1o1pal1t1es ror tti.e ·y{?e.r · 1941,~ instead or 2/l2ths of',tt~e 
exciae taxes ftcollected" by the municipuities for the year 1941 
•• set out 1n 'C'q oemoraudum of April 2,. 1941. 

FIC h 
cc to Stute tuditor 

Frank-I. Cowan 
Attorney Genercl 


