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Pebruary 9, 1842

¥ax L, Wilder, Bridgs Ingineer
Stete Highway Commission
Augusta, Maine

Dear 2irs

. We are somewhat in doubt relative to your "overhead
Lridge” inguiry. Thers seems to be no question as to the
obligation of the railreed to maintain this bridge prier. -
to. the enactment of Chapter 83 of the Public lLaws of 1931,
as amended by Chapter 137, Public Laws of 1933,

. I £ind that the fct In 1981 was presentsd by Hr,
As M4 Small of Waldo-and went through to final onectment
without change or discuasion, o -

The &ct in 1933, amending the 1931 Act, was presented
by Ralph W, Farris and went through to finsl snaoctment withe
out any dlscussion.

I am of the opinifon that the Acts of 1831 and 1933
were not intended to relieve the railrosds of the expense
of construction end maintenance of thelir overhead highway
bridges, but only for the relief of municipalities from
expense of all bridges or State highways,

In_case the ralirosd still maintaine that these Ac
rellove them of the oblisutions they formerly had, the iighway
Commigsion may proceed to heke the necescary repairs, after
notlfying the rallroad that reépelrs cre boing made because:
of necessity for the protection of the traveling public, md
not in eny wise reopogniging the claim of the raillroad that
it 1s relleved by bthe aforesaid./cts of such maintenance,
with the understandin: and notice that the Courtas will be
agked foyfﬁuch rellef as mayfﬁa NECOSSAYY, \

Very tmily yours,

Senford L. Pogg .
Deputy Attorney Ceneral
SLP:GH



