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February 3~ 1942 

The Attorney General 

Governor Sewall 

r I have been discussing the statut,es 1n·refa.rd 
·to the :Board. or Registration_ of Nurse$ with the members 
of -the Doc.rd. 

1'here is noth;ing 1n the ato.tute that authorize., 
the Board to set the- .subjects to be studied in- H~gh Schoo1 
for the l¢ng~h of time that any one $Ubject i.s to. be 
pursued. However, "I find that at ·th~ _:!aine Oeneoal llospital._ 
in Port.land, the Central ~a.ine Gerieral Itos-pitt.1 1n im,iSJt_onf 
the school aft111atecl w1'.th the Children's HQ:lpital in .. 
Portl&nd and the Rocltl~d Eos~ita1, the~~ -is uo lack of . 
applicants for po-sitions &$ $tud~t nurses. Tl~e- .edueattonal 
requirem~nt:;J f1:r.e~ by the Board have ,apparently increased 
rather th&;n -decreased the number·_ ·or applic-a.nts in the bettll)r 
hospitals. _. . ·- · .-

·It is the· contention or the mc:rubers of t!-ie Board 
that· the change in this requirement would .no-t ~e any 
c.11'terence ·!?)'the b~tter ho5:pitals · because these schools· 
reel that~ reduction in eduontional re¼uirements 1.n· the 
Figh School would m.eSrJ a J:_oss or prestige to th~. ~.c:hool 
which they are unwilling to ha.:ve occur.; It _s_eems to be the 
considered opinion of. tl'!.~ mep.bors of the Board· that a lowering 
or the standarde would ineI·ease the number or student nurses 
in some of the l~ss .desirable nursing" sehool·s, · and truit thi_s 
is tt.e_· only re~ult ·that ·ean ·be an~itipatecl .• 

P'IC h 

Frank I. Cowan 
Attorney Gener$! 


