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Hon. Ha~ry _V. Gilson 
Com~13sioner -of Education 
Stat.e House 
August~, llaine 

Dear Sirt 

I have ·your memorandum ot January 2~d in 
regard to the problem of tuition or pupils in Pa!myra. 
I hav-e exar,1ined the opinion giv-en by ·Judg~ Fogg, and 
have rechecked the law .. . 

This Palmyra tuition (lUestion h~e bet:n 1.'l t~~e 
otfice of . th:.: department. of Ed1,1cution ,•~~,d in t ~·.e office 
of the Attorn6y General r.ore times than Any. other one 
problem I know or. The opinion I am giviug you now ::.mst 
be accepted by your· departr.1ent as . th~ final \":ord fror.:i thi11 
departr.1ent. If .th~ p_eople of Palmyra. nre dissatisfied 
they• he.vo recourse either to the Court., or to the Lftgislature. 

Judge Poggrs opinion Qf December 17, 19411s a 
correct statemsnt·or tho law. In my opinion.,·R. s. Cbap,­
ter 19, Section 9), gov~rns this .case and• in spite of· the 
vote of the town.,· 1f a student of Palmyra sees fit to enter 
nan approved secona:ary school to ~-hicll he rmy g~in entrance 
or pei .. mission ·of those having charge- t~jereof ••• •. whose 
courses are ap_prc,ved -by the state eor..::iss1011ar of -education" 
the town 1s liable to that scho.ol for the t!Ji tion of- the 
student in an a:~ount not in exces:. of one hundl,'cd . dolla1·s 
annually .• 

· It is nQt 9ur buziness to nake the law, but to 
administer v;rhat t >e Legislature, >::1th t J-J~ interpratat1on of 
the Courts, h~s gi .. ren us E1J:1d, havit1:;; 1)erforoad that function ., 
we l::.!;Ve done our vihola c.uty. In fact., go~ng fart; ;er than · 
that would· be such an act of impropriety that neither jrou 
nor I could justify it. 

FIC h 

Very. truly yours, 

Frank I. Cowan 
Attorney General 


