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Jc.nur~ 16, 1942 

The Attorney General 

Frederick Robit, Secretary of State 

I )1t.ve be~ goii,;; over the f1nan~1ni r~spoi,sibili ty law 
v11tb the tat·tom~:.ys T;}1.0 ,,orl:oo t'ln it end v1ith ~ r-opt-e!lentative 
or ·the 1.nSt!.rt:.nce- c:,I1p~.n1es,. ~nd th~k I b&ve a ::iuch nore clear 
underatm.1d1ng or it than I formerly .had.. i.p:pF~r.:ntly., tho .so
called· "bro:ad.covcra,e" policy applies only in ona et\.se .. The 
rates on ·that ~e~tai~ly ehould be reduead, and I~ informed 
that ?!r. Frane"1s waa 'working on ·the· m.utter of roduction 1n 
11broa4 coverage" :r,ites at the t1::.e he wt1~ token 111-. 

Th.e ch.c.rge f9r filing by the comp.~nie.s is· cortainly 
n.oz·b1tt..nt. That a.l-s-o v,as under discussion r~.t the time 
w.r. Frencis rel~ ill and, if it were not for his illn~ss. 
the prob~ble result-. v10uld 'be a substantial rc.'<iuc:-tion in 
the rate. 

\'rberever th;;. :.tin:cul.Rr ntt.:i.1>.-;l' in_ the ·tin t ,1$ U~·!t:d 111 
connectiQn 1:1ith a. 1·1oto1~ VQt:!.cle,. or an operr.1tor• the sir1gul.,u• 
1.va.s meant :..iy t..t-ie trE:.m\?l'S of tbe act., Therefore, ou.r interpre
t& tion r.n1.:. t bo 1n the sin~:;ul.e.r • 

I am glad that I h.nve hl".~ t~:e opportunity 1D tie.,cn.i~s 
t1:is law, wh1eh in r."f/ opinion is a very ve.lunble one in · 
substance, .v1th the oon who wroto it and who l':llow bent i•,h~t 
th~y :i::ie&n t when tht':Y u,~cd- certhli.n la.'1t3Uat;e. By prop6r 
interpretation ·of -the act, I 'baliave we can·t'litrJ.nate 1.111 

. unneces~ary h~:rd~hips in tho lt'.w except tlu~t s1n~le one 
created by tl'l.a excessive rate$ by tr.';;: in~lur&nca c;:,mp:lnies 
.i:.nd tho;se_. I· bel1.eve, the insurance dep3:r~~ent should procec•d 
immediv tely ::.nd vigorc;,usly to • A reduced. 

FIC h . 
~c. . ;(;;" ~ ¥-

Frank I. Cowan 
Attorney· Ce11era.l 


