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Oectobver 22, 1941
The Attorney General Lot S

f‘l‘ .

William D, Hayes, Etate%ﬁ*

I have your reo;ly of Qetober 17th, to my reguest for
substantliation of atatements in your report regarding the Attoruey
Generaltg. depsrtments I have given careful thought to the matier
vou have spoken of.

Itenm one, concerning a matter that cgeurred in the
previous administration, I know little abouts I was told that the
arrangencnt the Gounty Attorney made resulted in an actusl saving
to ihe State, bub as to that I have nc definite infornation. Howw
ever, I will call your atiention o the fach that the nen employed
4o make the trip for the purposa of bringing back a prisoner were
Jocal police officers of the Cify of Portland, If the informstion
we have 18 correct, that it was a resl saving to the State through
the County Attorneyts using the method he did, I fall to see the
logle of your eritieism. If, om the other hand, the trip was more
expensive than it should have been, that is enother matter entlrely.

| Concerning Item number two, there was an error in
addition and it iz something that iz easily corrected.

-In connectlion vith Itens number three. and four, you are
assuming to lay down a ruls of the comcon law. For one whoge solé
knowledge of the law is that extemely limited ¥nowledge that one ean
get from a perugal of the statutes, such an attenpt on your part
is dangerous. No one who hasg nat intensive knowledge of the fundag-
mentals of law should assume to interpret legal matters. :

The stztement in your report imn regard to the Attorney
‘General's department, and also in =50 far as I have obhtained inforw
mation, the stetement In regard to lenersl Carter, indicate to me -
Just one thing and that is that at the time you wrote that ropors
you werg 2o tired ocut that your Judguent was not properiy functioning.
I an gled you got a change to take a vecation. I hope you have re~
covered your poise. It 1s expremely unforiunzte that your report .
went out before you took that vacation becsuse I am .very certaln that,
had you written it after you got back vou would have couched it in
different language.

As one who is elncerely intcrested In seeing you do a good
Job for the Etate, I suggest that il vou are still feeling so taut and
tense as vou were a short time ago you ease up somevhat on your lsbors
until you get straightened out.

Frank I, Cowan
Attorney General
FIC B



