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Benja'Cin Butler, Es~uire 
C:JW.1ty A 1.torney 
F~ington~ Mi!~ine 

Dear :;1r, 

l"b$ Stf..te Audi"tl)r has Ol'lllc•<l to ray r..ttcntion 
your letter ·)f Septe:,~bel" . 9th, 1"1 ragurd te· nu<.1it of Court 
~ea(~!"ds • t..uoll .:. break clo'9D as you ro-,.~i-.-:.1~~~ t11:lll ~~ v , :;:y 
exp~n!;:~ ve ainoo it ·t.;. cn:u.c. t~ ~-.a t.!·,e full timn or tt10 1 coplo 
:t'or f.ully ttro waetu:. . I \~•cr.u:l-er if you a:a.~e m~t &ssl::L-lg 
x'"~r too ::nuch. · 

Therl? 11, M-::>t.r...f:r. thing tl'-..at oceurs to me, a.."1(.l I 
~m clad to f1nd th~t it o-ccur.s :.,1110 to the Ctr.ta t.uditcr. 
If He cm., cure 1:r1 .. egularit1es wid 1:1~1•oper practices ~nd 
ct1o1.rt a .i/roper course '!'o:• s,,~-::.e c-.,f t!2e-te· off1c1i1le ~~nd sot 
t.b.eir feet· on ttmt course, it see!'.l.$ to ce, and it aee~1a 
to· !Jr. Hayea., -~L-.t !lOt:.othing ve .. ·y much wo:rth ~ihile i:till 
htiVO bet."rt u.ecc,r::plishoo. r hrave not 11vod Vl':ey long in 
~hi$ v,orld, but I have app~rontly :i.(:amed f?:on ey 8'1:peri­
,.,nc,e th:.lt poundin.; ! ·,·1)re liesd.s seldom ~.0cot1plishes pos·it~~ve 
i,ilprCV\'l.:'.:~f,:";.1t• 

I e~r-:1er:tly :r~comr;-,Gnd to ~,cu tk·,t you consider 
you1• fl'Ocedure carcru.11.y. I . ?-tno--: v;,u Jv . ..vc: pltmty ·o~ 
courace i,.nd I do not w..:i.nt to suggt·lit. t,.) y·ou t .t all th,.t 
you i:1,oulci notco :::.s· f li.r c..s .in l-'OUr juL~:::ct1t : 1·;,y.,1 s:.-·ct~ld ;;o. 
I ~1~-.:.,.,1y c~.1ut1orl y;·,u ~,.:i con,dckr eve_rythin.:: ve:r.7 o~il'Of.tllly 
r,,n<.! especially to eval.t:~te whnt you t.l"l'." i~oinJ; to· accomplish ... 
by yo:.u~ · ~,roced1u-e. I tid.nk your ;;ooc! Judw;~~nt 1r11ll tell-

-you to follow t'.b.lt ci;:,-:.1r:.:e \,h1ch trill serm tr..- you to i·esult 
1n the g,·et:·tc:.:tt gc~ for· th.e ,~":~le or y\~ttr · C(.)".lnty. Be::.r 
in ~::1nd th:~.t if •::e :.,t~,;rt to crucify all · .::isc1·tisnts ~-e 
•°i~.:nbtlesa ·.·111 i1s<i up c.ll tr.e trees in th0 c·ounti·y r.nd, 
after 1..:e rot c•a.:." crot,.:cs- built, .,~e \·till !'~-~,d nobo6y 
suffic:.c,,tly · ' :tD tll~ivc, t'. .. ·.: ne.ils. 



Benj &~in Butler, r·,s<,lire 
ieptembor 1;, 1941· 
Pa~e 2 

Ti~-e State Auditor calls my attention to the 
f:.:;.ct tli.£\C it 1!; cuttom.s.ry., a1.1c has been ap1,ar<ntly tor 
~'1?.ll'J years, for ?tt1ny of the ttrun1cip: .. l judaes to depend 
on· ,,n uwi t to det1Srmi.?"1e bow ?::uch IUOnG'Y they owe or '· 
ru..ve 01..n the ttate, tmd ~vo at ti:.e tine ot the 
;~udit~r' s ex~n:.ition 1:;ritten -c1:?&ek.s to 'balr::.nce t't.teir 
tccouuts ,.ind . tr..&t IL}jp~.rently tl!Qrt! lrL~ l!een .no thought 
o~ ~.111 wronb doing at nll in ~~st cues. I suggest 
~-.at you bear t 1;.is 1n m1nd· 1f ycu .decide to ;..roceed 
li1th yt~m· . p:rnse¢at1oo of tho judge. 

I cl:;, nr:Jt 11m1t you to !eel fOJ," an inat,n'l'O ~l~r:;.t 
I am trying to dissuade !'OU front follo-~in,e th~ c_-,urse · 
tllkJ.t your good s·ense ar.d your con~cionce dJ.etaste. I 
just 't.E-nt J,'OU t::, i"lloW tl-,:;et. ~e b.o~e V:>U \"!111 U~e both 
7ou.r r-ood s~n•e E,rid ym.ir conscience 1n p1~uceed1ng. 

The f,.tate· kld1tor also c'1.lls 1:,y attention to 
t!"~e r~ct that it is the. praetice ot his· dept.rto:er,t to 
keep in· to1.teh T.11th the municipal juclges to the ~d t!.t:t 
they may ~ke their rt,r,11:t~-1ces .iaonthly rroia nn'W on. 

Very truly' yours_ 

Frtl:31:t I .C~::m 
A tto:·ney 0,meral 


