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Honorable Aretas E. Stearns 
Rumf"ord, Maine 

Dear Retea 

.Sep-te1~ber 12 , 1941 

I have your letter of ~epte~ber 9th, in regard to probation 
officers. I .fully recognize the dii'fici1l ti~s of the :iun1"." 
cipr;.J. judr;es and the way .they h:.ive fo~ ·years tri~cl to de•-~l 
out substa11tial justiee. I also realize that in prt.ctially 
eve-Y.-y case t-he lociitl judge should be pcrml. tted t···) e:t.ercise 
his c.l.1serct1on to r. hi:;h degreo. l:f he i~ not a man whose 
disc::retion 1s of vr;:.lue to t!Jr~ peo1il~ or tl1c (;tate he is not 
tl":e l-:iud of n t1an who should. be 2-i. juegc in tha f'irst place. 

\~,~ have an ·exeeedinely conscientious, but l1tc-ral-minded . 
t;;tato .Auditor. I have tremendous respect for· hi~ 'in ._:.,my 
WtNS but dev1.a tions from the letter .of the statute cause 
bitl acute ~ental di~tress. In so~e places tho nnmicipal 
judges have de-v~loped a tree ~-;nd easy syste:n of h.:~ndl1ng_ 
delinquent's. The {)tatc · probation la,., wt1s pnss&d; as I 

.... undorstand, to _try to as~ist the Judges in handling the 
·pt-o'plem or the mlill who 1s gu11 ty or a minor infraction cf · 
the· s-tutut~ a.<.1d hat no monr.¼Y to pay ~ !'.i.ne.. The Legislature 
has spoken v&ry clearly in rtt~ard to the responsibility of a 
judge for fines· "bposed". The. State Auditor is very cleurly 
desirous or hav:~ng all Court records so kept thi:. t the bor,ks 
will balimce a:l. n&arly as possible at all ti ... :.es. 

·r:tiis literal spplicntion of the lav/ is, I find. ret:uiring 
S:'.}r.1e local juugE:'S to figu1•e out s. dirte:::·ont way of" h::11dlil1,e 
their local drunks. Jur.i.g(~ Farrineton . here in .Augusta 'l:".as 
the '..orst c.1tuation thnt I 1 nov~ of on account or· the be>ys 
f::·ot1 To . .-~us ri'r:o get tirt-d of -t:r1c !!lOnotony of life &nd cor:e 
into Au;.usta and spend ell th.1.=ir r.i.0ney 1Jn l:!.q~1cr. H~w!ev~r, 
thrc.: Let;islature ~-as spoken a'."!.d. I t::ink t~·.e ~:1ro1>cr thing will 
bE-~ .to see if' we cr.n apply tlle statute as it reads. If it 
provf)s to t'nY •umber of mun1c1pcl Jw.i.c~~•s t,hat ~ ~.t1~1ct 1rit~:r
prnt~1. tion of the str..t:.1te leads to in.justice :i:-,ti iptolt-"rc.ble 
expense to the cotn1ties,. then we ·~hould, I bolicve, _adopt a 
~ore liberal intorpr~t~tion. 

~ i cr11: you.rs, 

FIC lI Frank I. Cowan, J'-tt,-,!'n<".;y General 


