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September 12, 1941

Honorable Aretas E. Stearns
Rumford, Haine

Dear Retet

I have your letter of Heptember 9th, in regard to probation
officers, I fully recognize the difficulties of the muni-
cipal Judges and the way they hrave for years tried to de=l
out substantial justice. I also réaslize thet In prectially
every case the lopel Judge should be permitted t exercise
his ulserction to . hish degree., If le is not & man whose
discretion 1s of walue to thir people of tuce Liste he is nnt
the kiud of a man who should be a Judége in the flrst place,

¥ have an exeeedingly eonsclentious, but litersl-pinded .
btate Auditor. I have tremendous respect for hinm in cany
wovs but deviations from the letter of the statute caeuse
hilw scute wental distress. In some places the rmniedipal
Judges have develoned & free snd easy systex of hondling
delingusnts. The otate probation leaw was passed; as I

- undorstand, to try to asulst the Judges in handling the
problem of the man who 1s gullty of 2 minor infraction of -
the statute aad hac no monay te pay # find. The Leglislature
&5 spoken very clesrly in rogard to the responsibllity of -
Judge for fines Wimposed®. The Htate Auditor is very cleorly
desirous of having all Court records =zo kept thst the books
will balance as nearly as possible at 2ll ti.es.

This litersl application of the law lg, I Tind, recuiring
gome local judgzes to Tigure out s differcent way of hundling
their loecal drunks. Juuge Farrington here in Augusta has
the .orst situation that I "nov of on account o the Loys
from To.us vwrho get tired of the monotony of llfe snd con
into Au;usts and spend 211 their money on llquer. Howevsr,
the Lexgislature Yas spoken and I tiink the wroper thing will
be to se= 1 we czn apply the statute sg it rrads, If it
nroves to ony humber of munlelpsl) Judges that a styiet Intar-
pratation of the stotute leads te injustice zxnd intolerasble
gxpense to the counties, then we should, I bolieve, acopt =
rmore llberal inteorpretetion.

igercly wvours,

FIC I Frenk I. Cowzn, Attorney Genersl



