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Ausust 21, 1941 

El!ner ". Cai·llpbell, Technical Sec 'Y 
:Jai)itary •,~t~ter Board 
.AugUstt'i.1 :.Line 

Dear 61rt 

I have your l~tter of August 1st, a~king 
for e.p opinion on w1·l',t, 1:t' any, legal e.c-tion Ll:iY 
li.'e egainst New Ihwpshire because of the vollution 
or /1.Ddroscoggin ~iver W8tera 1n New Ha.9p~h1re · 
wh1eh then flow into the State or : .. ~a1ne causing. 
damages to 1n~ustries, tnlriic1p&lities end residP.~ts 
c,f t.ne State of' :.\F..inth 

If tte ~tate of New _liam~shire, t~rcuch 
o.ny ~ctive or passive negli~ence, ,orMitc- £ 
condition to exist in De\': Hr~p::h1i"o " l.ieh c1~~ates 
a public · nuisance in Mttine t..11.e &tate of :.~1::.ine htls 
a cu.u~e or action in the Peder al Courts a1~ain~t · 
the &t~.te ot l~ew Ik .. mpehire. · Tho import£.nt word • 
iri .this opinio~ is the. ,:.ord ~11rn, £ind no proper 
opinion ·canoe rende~ed until tho facts have been 
deterf.lined. 

FIC H 

Very _truly your~, 

Fronk I. Cowan 
.Attorney General 


