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August 5,. 1941 

.Harey N. PutMJD, Aaa1atant. ,Attorney General 

Hen17 P. Wu.v-er., Chief Mai.rte Stat, Po11ce 

----------

Speo1t1c autbor1 t7 1'o1" · act1 v1ty. ·bJ' the State Police appear a 
1n Seot.d.on 3 ot Chapter 267, Pub11~ Lawe of 194,1, wh1ch I quote: 

The cJ:f •o,6it." at:i. ·:~n:rrdrit .::r~11!m2!.rp. 
the· state-police to apeoial dut7 at· 11.U agl'icultural 
f'aira for the purp0ee of.enforelng tsh• lawa of. the 
state. · .. •·. 

. . . 

· All looal and c~t7 ~a• en.tc;,rcement o.tfice:r.1 AM
hereby directed to coopente with the state police,. 

.In case the a~d.-oh~ef Qt·pol:lce dJ.•eovez,a that 
any agr1cu1tur-al club., aoot•t;y., or- fa.1r asaoc1at1on. 
pe:rmite illegal sale of liquor, gambling or·e.xh1b"1t1onlS 
of immoral showe at .. any euch f"a1:i-, he ahall report the 
f'aot to the ·comm1as1onei- of agr1cult\Q"e who ma.7 on e_uch 
report refuse to paf the at1pend PJ"OV1ded for in th1a 
chapter •.... 

I do not .find anJ' sptc1f't.c· l1at of crimes of gamb11ng.appl1c• 
ab1e t:o agricultural fairs alone, but the tollowing are the ·atatu.t•• 
applying to gambling 1n gener~ and would be 1'1lce"'.1•• prohibited 
at ta1ra1-

.. 

' 

CHAP'l'D lSS 

GAMBLING 

Sec. 1~ -~K~e~•.:.;~T~==~;:;:4i~-==-~:...i~=,;;iiw===D 
r -amltl.iil{;'. i n houa-e or~. s op; pena ~ ~ • , 
Whoever keeps or assi s t s in koepin~ a gamb3:1ng-11ouae, or 
tenement or other place occupied~ used, kept, or resorted 
to tor the purposes described 1n section twelve of th.J.a 
chapte~, or 1a ~ound gambling or present as d-eacr1bed·1n 
said section twelve., or pel'mita any"pei-eon to gamble in 
any way in an;y tenement or other place unde·r his care or 
control, &hall be punished by a tine ot not more than on.e 
hundred dollars or by impriaonment·for -not more than tour 
months; and the municipal officers, conatables, and police 
ott1cera of towns and.cities, and the assessors ~r plant• 
at1ons, are required promptly to enforce-the laws aga1nat 
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gambling rooms:, and to make.compla1nt:aga1nat any person 
1n their respective mun1cipal1t1ea when there 1s probable 
cause. to ;believe such pe'raon to be guilty of a v1olat ion 
of thla aeot1on.· T~ial Justices and judges ot mun1cipa1 
or polio~ court••· shall have 3uit1ad1ct1on in all prosecutions 
tor viola.t-1ons · ot this eect1on. .. . . 

· 15 Me. 237J 23 Me•· 44J 85 ~•-• · 2171 4199 _Me. 488J 125 ••• ,ea. 
sec. 29 . Gambl~ penaltz, 3,s. c. 12,, a,, s. 

Whc,ever siml>lea., .or~• an liln7. pez-11on gam5'.11ng, 16-U be 
pamtahed by a fine ot not less than a~ dollar,. nor mo.-e 
than twenty dol.lars # to be. reooveJ;ted by complaint o,.-
1nd1otnent to the uae·ot the prosecutor. • . 

I• • 9"'9Jt • C~• ~~:;:;.:::=;=a;~olllii=-;:.:;.:.1,p~~ ..... ~~~.,..~mo!!-ntha ot w,:nn1ng, 
at one t1me or eS.tt1ng, by gem.bl1ng; or b7 bettittg on 
persona gambl1ng1 money or SQOda o,_. tb.49 v-2.ue of tbre• 
do1lare or mor11t-1 and of receiving o-.. taking aeclll'it7 
therefor;. ··fort'e1ta to the town where. the ortense 1a 
committed,. 4oub1e the valu• ot the. propel"ty 10 won ·and. 
x-ec-e1ve4. · 

.61 ... 11. 

Sec. '• Pool aelli .enal R.s.. •·• • 
Whoever engage, or par . c pa •• n poo •• ng·•· o:r a a 
Ol' abet• the ... bJ hla Pr~!t'!Jfleel• eball be punished bJ' 
a .tin• ot not mo:ve. than,··two: tbouaan4 doll~••· -and: 'bJ'. 
· 1mpr1•~nt · for· not mol"e. tba.n two yeai-a.: · · 

. · sec. · a e o · . · 
· , -~.---...... ~~~~iri'!~~oh1nes,- . .. 

. :J..ace 
to plaoe,·1n any eity.'town, o~ plan~at1on, on toot o:r b)r . 
prtvate. or publ1c conve7ance,. e1the:r by.land oP water. 
carrying 011·hav1ng 1n poa1e1aion, ozt storing any puaoh 
board, seal ca.rd• slot gam.b11ng machine, or othei- imple~ 
menta, apparatus, ozt· mate:r1ala ot any fol'lll of gambling, 
and no person ahall solicit, obtain, or ofte?' to obtain 
orders tor the aal,e or d8Uver7 ot ·&n1" punch board, seal 
card, alot gambl1ng mac.h1ne, or other implements, apparatus,, 
or matei-ial or gambling. Any person violating the pro- . 
v1a1ona of th1a section shall be l)U?l111hed bJ' a fine of.not . 
more than one hundred dollars or by 1mpr1aonment tor not 
more than rouri months, and the mun1c1pal ott1oera, conatable·a, 
and polioe off1cera or towns and c1t1ee, the assessors o~ · 
pl.anta.td.ona,. and licensed private ~•tect1vea are requ1_re4 



pr~tl,- to enf'qrca the prc:>v1a1ona of' this ,ection and to 
make complaint against an7 peraQn 1n .thei~ ~eapective 
mun1o1pal1t1ea where there 1s ·probClble oauae to believe 
Illich peraon to be ... guilty of a vlo1at1on· ot th11 aeoti_on. 
Trial juetiocta an<t judges of munlc1pal or polioe oourta 
■hall have ju.r1id1ct1on ln all proaecutiana for viol•t1on 
ot this- section.·· · •· · · · · 

· Seuob tori Imp1 .. rita of Ga,mbUng_ 

S!Oi 11,.. 8e ato · R. c 1· .... .-_ ~ ............... .,..,. .. _.0-~ ... en • pe•■on · . 
• oa. •· o•• a -~ a- 1 c.e, o~ judge or a mn1o1pa1 

orr police_ court · tbat he ha• :r•••on to ,u.apeo.t an4 doe• . . . 
auapeot that ·-, tenement 01t. othei- plao• i • wilawN.11,y · . 
ueect·ae.and tor• coJ11110A ~bling hou.ae,. tor the puiapon 
ot gembl:tng tor money or.other-_prope~t7• or ia kept, uae4 
or oowp1.ed to~·pr.omottng ·a lott•17, o~ ror the ••l•· or· 
lotteZ7 tickets,, -~r ~or prOJQQ'b1J16 the g,ame known ••· pol107 
lotter,,- or. policy• or tor buytng·o• ••111:ng ~pool•~~ 
regtat;ei-1ng ot Nta· upon any rac.e, game, c·onteat, act c,19 
event,. · an4, that persona ~•o" to the same tor· any auob 
purpon, or-tha.,implement,, appau:iatus,·o:i- mateJ"iala 
int.ended to be used· 1'1 an7 tol'Jll of.- gam-11.ng are theiw•. 
kept or deptta1te4., auch -st1tl'ate, wl\et.hezt:th•· names ·.or·:·_ 
the persona l.ut· ment1onect .are knmn.i' to the oompld.nant :. 
or not• .-.eball 1.e8Ue a wurant .- omnmend1q .the •herlff oit 
any ot h!a deput1ea o~ an, -constable o~ po11o••o£t1ce» to 
ente:r auch tenement o:r other place, and ~o•-,..,..eat the 
keepera thereof•· all per•on• 1n an.,- way a1a1~1ns .. 1n . 
keep1ng the -.~ _. whether·,.ae jltl1toi-, · doorkeeper, watchman, 
or otherw1••• all persona who ai,e there .tound participating 
1n any form of gambling and all persona p1tesent me·thaz- · •o 
PAl't1etpat1ns or not, 1f any lottery, pol-107; or·pool--·· -- ~
ticket,~ al1pa, ~heck•• manifold books or aheeta, memol'mda 
ot any bet, · or other implement 1, apparatua, ·or material a 
ot any torm o~ g-.bl1ng are found 1n· ·said place, · and. to · 
take into their :cuatod7 all the 1mplemente-, apparatus, or 
materials of gambling••• atorieea,.4, and all the personal 
property.~ prlae•• .furn1tu-re• and .fixture•• so that the7 . 
may be torthoom1ng bet'on some court -or magistrate, to be 
dealt with according to law. All article• and pitopert7 
seiced under the proviaions ot this aect1on. or tound 1n 
the poaseaa1on or under.the control or any pereon ar~ested 
tor keeping or aaa1at1ng 1n keeping a gam.bling•houae o~ 
tor gambling, shall be .disposed ot 1n the manner provided 
in the following section for ~he d1apoaal of COWlterfa1t1ng 
and burglars• toolaJ except prizes, .fum1ture and fixtures, 
which ahall be turned·over to an of'f1c-,r to be sold ae 
pz.ov1ded in section 18 :followin.gJ ,µid the f'ind1ng 1n anJ 
tenement or other place o:t an, lottery, pol1c7. or pool-



-
tlcketa, al1pa, cheoka, manifold ~ooka or eheet1, memoranda 
ot an7 bet ,. or otheJ' implement•, appaa,atu■, oi- ·mater~ala . · 
of any form ot gambling shall -be prima tac1e ev1denoe that 
••14 ·tenement oi- other· plaoe111e occupied, ua•d,· kept ., and 
resorted to t~r the purpose of gambl1ns• 

. · Seo. 13.. ,!l'~l• and 1gl-.ents fo-z, g~1P¥h oountai-
.te1t · ena' · buriziua t tooti- tor!'eitea'.. l.s. o. ·121 

• oo ·•, ma ne,, ••• P . ••• -i!!io~r-ma:~~-e ..... ~.~, .. pH~~- !'Pi~ecl tor m,1klJi6 eountel'te1t ov apur1oua 
co1n, or to,:, torg1ng ~notes or otheit .1na~rwraontsJ all 
burglars• toolt o~ implement• prepaNd o• ·dealgnad to• 

, bu.rgl&r7J all lotter,-.t1cketa or~~ertala tori• lottert 
· ~I' ·procured. !oz- the Pl,U'Pbee ~ a 1ottel7t a11 g.t>llng ·· 
apparatus or 1mp1emon~• rort gambling, -~ all moneya · 
therein oontalned• and pr1se1, hrn1 ta3re and tlatu.-.1, 
aball, . when the aUle are fwnd ·•d _taken bJ virtue ot • 
aearoh warrant, ot are f'Cilmd ln ~1-· poaaeest.on ·o~ ·und•r 
the control ot any ~•on Al'Nated tor t0l'ge17,. countei
feiting~ °bu.Jl'gl&l'J"• selling lott9.1'7 t1c~et•• or gar.Abling, 
be saf'el.y kept by the direction ot th•• court~:, magl•trate 
bav~ cognlzance ot the cawe ao long ·•• may be neceaaaey 
ror their being uaeci -aa ·evideno• on 111'17 ·t.r1a1. All w.ch 
articles, &w1cea;. toola,. an4 mate:r1a1a, except px-1~••• 
furniture and tixt""•• aha11· thereupon be -cteolaNcl tor-. 
1'e1te4 by el.14 c.ourt• .-ntt .omeNd destroyed• and ahall bJ' 
order 0£ the court rendering tlnal judgment be turned qvar 
t.o the eheri~J' .. ot the· caunt7 •~ the ae11uN wae mad.e, 
.or to aucb or h1• deputies aa the ooui-t 1hall oHer, by 
any o.rr.teet- c_ompetent to serve t~ proe••• on wh1oh theJ' 
·were ael1e~, who. ahal1 forthwith make ~tum acaord.1ng17 
to aa14 ooutJ and •aid aherUt• or h1• aa.14 deputy, ahall 
r&celpt to aa14 c,.tticer therefor. · A• •oon thereattel". • ·• · 
may be add lherlt.t', o~ h1a add deput7 receiving aa!d · 
torre1ted art1clea# eball bul'Xl o~ otherwise 4eatror them, 
and make return: to aa1cl . oo'"" a.e to how he executed 1ta 
orders provided., however, that all mone7s, prieea, turnlt~ 
and .t1xturee, ao ie!med 11hall .be ·declare4 t9rf'e1:ted to the 
count-, 1n Wh1ob ~hey wei-e •e1sed.1 and turned over to aa 
o.ft'icer to be sold aa provj.ded 1n aeot1on 1B tollowlng, ·and 
·1n all oaaea ·where an o£t1caz- ma.7 deice toola,· machine■, 
dJ.ee* plates, or ·materlala provided tor mflk1ng oounterta1t 
or apuriou• coin. or tor forging bank•notea· br Gtbe» 
1natrumenta; 'bu.rglara• tools or lmplementa· p~epared o• 
designed for burg1aryr lottery ticket• or material.ti toxa 
a lottery or procured tor the purpose ot a lotter,J 



~en17· P. Weaver, Chief Maine State Police 
Attgu .. t 5, l9fl 
Page 5. 

gamb11ns •PPIQ"atua or implement■ for·gan,b11ng an4 a11 
mo~eya there!n·contall'led~ pzaizee, tumit'\U'e and 1'1xturea, 
uP9n ~. warrant,. he may _1e11e the same w1th011t a W(U"rcµit 
and b·ep · them in ■O'JD$ aat'e place for a reaaonable time 
until. he can· Pl'OCuite · euoh warrant,.· 

Sff., · lBJ, o •. 130,. .•• 61 c. 132,. ·•· 6J 79 ... M9J 
-a-95 Me. 118. 

Aadatant .Attom9T Gener•l 


