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June 26, 1941

Edward I. Gross, Esquire
44 Central Street

Bangor, Maine
Dear Brother Gross:

e Arcier La Grover, Laputy Comndascloner .f
Inlend Firheries ene £ e, bae Bhinwia ugs o eopy of your
letter of June 2lst relntive to paying daemnrges 2o
reoving crops by desr or cther proteeted cnimels,

I notice that you question the ruling of the
sttornsy {(epsral vith reference Lo the provisions of
Chapter 190, P. L. 1939 and gtate thed in vour particu-
lar care the law does perailt recovery. The statute in
nuestion provides thats Piny porson vho clulns &
gdsmnre to prowing crons or orchard by deer or other
protecied cnimsls or birds shull within 3 duyvs wlftor
he Gicecovers such damend i: beins done peport the szse
in writing to the commisslioner or to the doputy inland
Fish and gaos sardem in whore disteict sxld orop or
grchard is bein; duraged.®

Thus far there does nob appesy 0 U0 any o
vivion for pnyaent of the danace. The balence of said
chupter 18 ss follows:

iy porson who suffers propexty damure
czused by deer or accse, sther thun dhusre to
eultivited crogs or orchoerds, shell vithin 12
hours theresfter report the s2no in vwriting
to thoe eomrclscionesr ar Lo the doputy inluond
fish ng pnee norden in viose dictriet suid |
durene and exteant thoreol, th- sano shall be
padd uc In the eove of drovre Lo grenliny erop..
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. It nowhere appears in either of these sections
that there is any provision for payment of the damage
by the Commissioner. The law ic sllent sc to what fund
the danage ean be vaid from, conseguently, on complaint
made to-the Attorney General with reference to the
matter, he was oblized to make the ruling which was
conveved to vou by iir. Grover on liarch 5th. ’

~ .The motter was called to-the attemntion of the
last Legislabure and zn. amendment was passed providing
that: "Sajid commisasioner shall thereupon cause to be
made such investigatlon as is necessary to determine
the fucts, and, 1f he finds that damage has been done
as alleged, he shall authorize payment for sald damzge.m.

Trusting that the foregoing will explain to
you the reacons for the Genegralls ruling, I am

Very truly yours,

Sanford L. Fogg
Deputy Attorney General
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