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ey 9, 1941
Frank I, Cowan, Attorney Ceneral

George E, 11111, State Tax Assessor

I have your letter of May 9th asking whether
the State Tex Assessor will be acting within the scope
of his authority if he interprets the provisions of .
Sectiong 2 and & of Chapter 288 of the Pudblic Laws of -
1841, in such a way that, for the perlod from June lst,
1941 to July 3lst, 1941, 1ncluaive, instead of requiring
e full annual license fea for sald period he requires
‘one=sixth of & license fee. .

I can only anawer that question by calling
attention 6 the language of Sesction I which indicates
that the Leglislature apparently had in mind an annual.
feo for a license to perform a certalin business, and
there is nothing in the Aot suggzesting that the Legiulature
congidered the business improper or one concerning which
any punitive provisioms should be made in regerd to the
operation of the business itself il lawfully condusted,

I cannot properly issue an opinion that an
license fes leas than 25 for a wholessler and £l for 8
retaller should be ohnrgad, but, on the other hand, I
can't see where the State Tax Assessor will be subject
to criticism if he esees £it, at the Ineception; to make
guch a part-time charge whila the dealers are getting
on to the annual basis, Probably, after the mechinery
of the law 13 get up and the licenses in general have
beon issued, it will not be proper for you to igsue a
license for less than the annuel fee, " In the instant
case, howsver, it lcoks to me like an endeaver on your
part to s&et in sccordance with equity and justics towsrd
the dealers,

Very truly yours,

Frank 1. Cowan
Attorney Jeneral
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