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January 24, 1941 

Fr.ank r. Cowan, Attomey General 

Sumner Sewall, Go,rernol' of Ma1ne 

In re Bennett~. Fuller, D1scloaur.a 
·oomm1seioner,. Portland, Maine. 

You have asked for an opinion 1n re,:;a.rd to the 
legality ol' the aupointment of' ?.ennett a. Fuller ot 
Portland, J.fa.1ne, as Diacloeun Commtaa1oner. 

R. Stt1 Chapter 12411 section 19·,. provides tor 
the appointment ot d1scl~aure.comm1111~ere. It 
atatea that each town or city ot not more than four 
thousand inhabitants shall be entitled to one auoh 
commissioner, and ror every additional five thousand 
1nhab1tanta or fraction thereof• to an &dd1t1~nal 
comm1a•1oner~"prov1ded.that the total numbel' oz 
comm1ea1on•~• in any one town or city shall in no 
case exceed six.~ The secretary 0£ state informs 
me that aa ot·Decembe~ 27th, ~940, the date ot the 
appointment ot Llr, .Fuller, there wette aix qualified. 
d1ac1oaure comm1aa1onere tor the City or Portland. 

It 1s my opinicm, therefor, that on that date 
the~e was· no vacancy and the appointment of Mr .• 
Fuller waa 1nefteative and conatituted a void act. 

Very truly you.rs, 

F:rank I. Cowan 
Attorney General 


