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Honorable·sumner Sewall 
Governor· of ?l$1n.e· 
State Bouse 
A~gu.st~, Maine 

·Dear Gove:rnor Sewal.11 

···In. re$p.o.nse to ·YOU?' rfbquest· for a :rormal e>p1n1on 
on the. e:f'f.ect of Chtipter ;ll of tho· Lnws ot 19.39.~ ~seed at 
the spec.1:al ·session he1d in October, 194.0, I submit the 
followines · · 

. · · .·Th1s_. act was.- approved _October 2.3, 1940., and undel!" 
the cons·i.1tut1on eanrtot- tai.i:e eff~ct for ninety days thereaf'te:r, 
not .. bei-~i passe~ as an. emergeriey ·act .• · Neverth~.J.:ess, it . · 
certainly was intended to ·apply to ·orcie1°s issued during 1939 
a11ci 1940.-- ancJ. also to· or~ers-1ssu$i previous to 1939., ;he 
·1eg1sl~ture·ee;rtainly_ did no~·inttmd that the act shall apply 
only· to or,lers · to be- passed-· GUbsequ.ent ·to Jru.1uary :2-1# ·1941. 

. ' . • t • . • • 

., ... · Such_ being. the cs.ae,- unr, ·orders passe<.\ preV101Ul 
·to JanU&.;.<ly ~-, 1941, th.e date. o:r your· in~ugural, inuat of · 
n-ecess-ity expiPe a·t- the. etfeotiv~ date of the a.ct its,lf, 
w-hil.e ordei•$ passed by you and your cotmcil between lanuary 2 
and J&nuury 21i both dntes_inclusive, will not expire until 
January .6,.194,, at which time all executive orders not 

· spec1mlly excepted-will expire~ 

-Very truly yours, 

Frank I. Cowan 
Attorney.Ge~eral 
6tate or IJiine-

·. 


