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Jomsry %ﬁ, 1941

lionorable Sumner Sewzall
Covernor of ilaine

State House

kagusta, Laine

Daar Governor Cewallts

In response to your reguest " an spinion in
regard %o the collection of tolls for vehicular traffie
on the Carlton Bridge betwsen Beth znd Voolwleh, I subnait
tho following:

ThE'Stéﬁe'Audita? telle me that the bosids that
are charged against veliculer trafric (455 of the iswus)
will pature on Lay 1, 1941, and that thero is already

sulfielent noney on hand from the t$olls egllected ainee

Hovenkor 1940 to vetlre those bonds.

.1 note that Chapter 89 ol the Private snd Epecisl
Laws of 19 5 provides that the tolls s5holl toke care of
upkesp, weintensnee, repairs and operation. In view of the
fact thet the tolls are not to continue after the bridze 1s
paid for, the upkeep, meintencnce, roprirs and. c?eratibn
referred to can only be such as are incurred up to the date
for retirement of the bonds.

If thero is gufficlent money on hand to take ears

of the p?inripal of 45% of theso uonds, plus the intorest

on sald 45%, plus all expense of upkeep, naintenance, repalrs
snd operabion on szid bridge up to Hay i 1641, then tlere

is no reason why the bridge aay not be tnrcwn open. to free
vehicular traffic imaediately unless there bas been a
default en the puyments by the railroad. So long as the
railroad peys its allotted ennusl amounts as fived by the
legislature, the bdridge 1s to be free for vehicular traffie.



Honor:ble Summer Sewall
Jonuary 28, 1941
Puge 2 /2

On fallure of the railroad to make ahy of 1its payments
&s provided, then by the provisions of the act of 1925,
& toll system should be re-~established for the purpose
of completing payment for the bridge.

- It was the apperent intent of the legisalture
in setting up the act of 1925 to require that the bridge
‘pey foxr ditself .ind pay cll costs of upkeep, maintenance,
repairs and operation while the original cost iz being
retired, but it was not the intent of the legislature
that the Jtate should msle any profit from the operation
of the bridge, nor require the users te pay the cost of
nsintmance and repalrs after the first cost is paid.

Yery truly yours,

Frank I. Cowan
Attorn Cenersl
Stete of luine



