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.......... _ ,. ... 

Iionorable Sumner Sewall 
Oove~nor ~r ~~ine 
State tlouse 
A~us·ta, I:faine · 

De~r Gove~or ZewallJ 

In response to yow-· re-quest · • R'l e.>pi::1ion in 
1~ega.rd to the collection of tolls for ve;hicul:ar traffic 
on the ·carlton Bridge betwr•.cm Bath 1.r.1d Woolw1eh1 I SU.b::iit 
tho rollowing1 

The ·St.P.te ·Audito~' tell& mo tb .... lt the bo;:1ds tl"-at 
are charged· ag·a1nst vol'.dcule.r trsff1c (4;' or the. ism.ie) 
v.111 lllELture on. 1lay 1, · l94l.1 and the:.t thei•e 1.s alread.Y · 
suffieient r.toney on hand from the tolls col.leeteu ;smce 
Nove1·:1bor 1940 to retir·e thnso 1?onds. 

:-.I note tha.t Cht~_ptar 89 of' tiA.e i.'i·iv~te ~.nd tpecial 
Lav:a ot. 1')25 provides tb&t the tolle shr.11 ta};:() C.!lre or 
upkeep, 1.1.e.intansnoe,. repairs · e.rid ope1·.atio-n.. l~ vi~\1 or· th.cs 
tact :thS.t tta tolls are not to c.ontinue after th, britge ts 
paid for, the upkeep,.. r.Ja.:!.nten:-i.noe, r-o~t•.:t:-s ruld .· 011~ratiort 
referred to oan only be such as are .incurred up to ·the date 
for retirement of tho bonds. 

If tllero is sufficient r.lcm.ey on l".l-',n,'.l to take c~re 
. ·of tl~.e principal or 45~ or the.so isonds, pl1u, the i :1torest 
on said 45~, plus ell exp~n~e of. upkeep, 11~1.utonar.ce1 !'a;>a.irs 
t-.nd opera.-tion on s&id brid5e up to t:ay- 1; 19-41~ th® tte:..-e· 
is no rea~on why tho bridge r&ly not be tlu•own open. to tree 
vehicular traffi.c intJediately unless there haa been a 
default on the puyments by the railroad. So long as the 
railroad p~,-s .1.ts aa.llotted annus.l . amolmts as fiY.ad by the 
le:.;islatura., t},e bridge is ·t.o be free for. vehicular tr~.ffic. 
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on railure of the ra1iroad to make any of its payments 
as prov:l,ded1 · then by the provisions ·of the act. of 1925, 
a toll syatem should be re-established for the purpose 
of completing payment for the bridge. 

. · It was the apprirant intent of the legisp.l ture 
1n setting up the act of 1?25 to. require that the or.idge 
·pay to~ itself ,n.;1d· pay r.11 costs of upkeep, mtiintf.'?lanoe, 
repairs and operation wr..ile the original cost is being 
retired,· but.: ·1 t was not the intent of· th€! legislature 
that tho State should· mal::.e ariy profit fror.i the operation 
or the bridge., ne>r ,:~quire the user.s to pay the cost c,f 
m&inlt1nance.and repe.irs after the first coJt is paid, 

:.·.· 

Very truly yours, 

Frank I. Cowa..11 
Attorney General 
State of :!li.ine 


