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August 2:),- 1940 

Arthu:t" E. Sewall> Esquire 
Counseli Maine-New .Hampshire 

Interstate :Bridge Autti.ortty 
4 U&rket sc;.u.are 
Portsmouth,. If. H. -• 

Dear Slrl 

I believe 1 t 'f.Ou.1.t\ 'he advisable to. have a 
conteren·ce betv:een yourself'., the Attorney General 0£ 
New Hamp&hire ud my o,\!11 office before attemrJt11:'S "to 
arri•• at a .final. cenclu.s1on as to the queation v·h1ch 
you a.alt in your letter of August 9th. 

x· am not quite sure what you ~ean by your 
qutstion as to \\'he·ther the Authority 7-,1.11 _iG required 
ta police 1 ts Qt';ll bridge S.L.i.d apt"lrOaol'.1.es. It 1s uiy under
stand.ing tllllt the 3:ridge Autho1,1 ty _purcnase9, the lond 
over Vrilieh the roads lead to the bridge rrom tw, State 
ldgbway on each s!de or the river# cGl'lstru.cted 1ts own 
rqads and twit these roads, 1n Mauie at least., 11.aire not 
been taken tntt tha State high'Way system or the system 
o:f the to,m through. wl:dch 1 t goes. Is i. t your under
standing tl1at the entire length or tbese roads leading 
from the Sta.ta higmmy to t:t-.e ?>ridge comas ~·1 thin the 
scope Qf the ,-:.-ord "approacheb 11? · 

!J.s tar as the enforeeme:at of· the criminal and 
o1vil laws of the State are concerned~ l assume that the 
51roperty m·.ned by th.e br-idge ~;ouJ.d be 1n no 4tfterent 
••:tu.ation than the privately· m··ned property of any person or corporation, and that the ·local county arid State ,)ol1ce 
ot!'iQers would be respor.i.sible for such entorceue:i:~t. 

As £ar· a& the er1forcemeiit of the motor·vebicle 
laws is concerned, it would seem to. me that the status of 
the roads v;hich the Authority has built 1ead1Iu to the 
bridge must be first deterr.i1ned. It tl~y aNt 11ways11 , .·.hich 
includes ,1:tl.l public ways, tt ... en the State· laY..:s regulating 
the use of motor vehicle~ _on tl:a.ese ways v~ould ba -a. matter 
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of enf'orcemeut by the local c~ty &.Yld Ctate otticials~ · If 
these roads are not public "w:aysn# then the matter of euforce
ment or the n1otor veJ'!i;!le laVts 1s r.11t_:;1"e oomplicated., Some ot 
the statutes coverj1:i.g tue c._p~ratjon -~:f Loter vel'.a.icles Ui:lder 
oertain condi ·tions appl.y onl~• to public waysJ some o:f them., 
like the law prohj. hi ting opera ti:ig ,udle u:i.ider the 1nf'luence 
of 11::ri:.:.or,1 l:.>a.ve been broa.eer,ed to cover any plao,, :tn the ~tate. 

Thel'ef ore it seetl.s to Ill$ ·it i;:1 gci~i;- 'to be_ .... eeessary
to determL1e -., .. l'l.eth.er the roads ·,.~.ich y·o:.i ~.&,':..VG built :i.re1 t1rst1 
part o.1' tlL8 .appr.o&c,nss to tl.e bridg.e -;. i thin the lJ&an1.ng of the 
eta.tute under v:hioh the J.uthcrity ,s operating., atld .which puts 
the burden fQr tiJai.ntair .. i:.::.; tl.e "ap;:roa.ches" on the Authcr1 tyJ 
and, .second-a ¥.b.e~her the~e ro&;d::i I 1~ve mc .. :i.t1oned are "waysn. 

-On th-e otb.e1~ hand, if by your ;:iuestion you meant only 
to cover the question of seeing that !1• rsons usir .. g t~ie bridge 
kept 111 line a.i:i.d _,t)aid the .tolls .raGui;"ed, whf:.· t·nen I assuni.e 
that tb.e aJlSWct.r tc it !$ that the Authority ~h.ou.lC beal' this 
obl1gat1on a:nd expense •. 

If'. you ·th:luk · af'te:i~ conslder!.frt what I bs.ve ·written 
h~re, that t1.i.e· matter I~ serious e.;.1.ot~t~h . to v:arrar1t having a 
Qo1\ference Vvi th t .L.e I~evi1 rl.c'lmpsr.ire aathor1 ties I · should b.e very 
pleased to give m:y t:ime in ru" &ff'0rt to be s·.ire t.~t th.a t~ .. c 
States and t~.;.c Aut.c.oi·it:f ai::;ree on the · matter before giving 
final decision. 

'V"!i th kinde:.t ~iJ<!il"SOLUil. regards, 

Very. tr-"-lY' yours, 

Franz. u~ ::·;ur.:.,:;ett· 
A ttoruay <kueral 


