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Royd.en V • Brown, .Esquire 
t-ocretary o~ Senate 
~owhogen 
~Jaine 

Dea:r Brother- Brown·1 

August 6, 19•0 

Your let.ter of .Au..,P""Uet l oa,nrt a fpv,.• days ago &t a 
time ,.,,hen the 1',ttorn.ey Oenernl wae engaged v,1th the Govei-nor 
and Oouno11 tn the canvass of P111mar;y t:leot1on r~t~,:-ns. !£'he 
Gi:meral ie now 1n •~ash1ngton at a. meet1ng of- th61 ~t8to A'btomey9 
General- oe.l:led by u., ~'. • .t.tto:rney 0-ener•l Jaokson. 

General :Durlrett, on rece-lpt of your 11'?-tter--, retJuested 
,:10 to 1nvest1ge.te th.~ law rels.t1,re to 7our 1nqulry. t\nd just 
before hG left Pr1day afternoon~.ouaeested truit I mib:n1t t6 · 
you t~e reault of~::, f1nd1ng9~ I regret to have to lnt'om 
you that I do not. f'1nd e.ny- :t.e.w 1n Ma1ne wJ.-,..1ch relates to ·the 
1napectlon ot publ1o reool"das., and dooumenta. 

t.s thGre 1s no statute 1n this nate X-1':1.gulg,t;ing · . 
t l11e ~et te~ • the o-ommon law :rule 1n so rar aa 1 t 1a appltce\ble 
heTef ls doubtless 1n forca. "At common 1aw. eVe1'? pP-rson.s.. 
~nt!tled to the 1napect1on, e1the7 ,ereonallY" O%• by his •6f:tl:lt~ . 
of pUbl1c retiords 1ncluc11ng leg1:,latl ve. ox·r:icut1ve a1'}.d judicial 
records. p!'Ov1ded. he ~s an 1nteNst thtitre1n wh1cll 1s auch u 
would enable him. to maintain or def"end an s·ct1oti fo:r whlch th• 
doctnent or record sought can fU:rnl.eh evidence or necesea.ey 
informat1oa1-" but .no cne has a r1ght to ~f.ne or obta1n 
copies of public :records from mere cu:r1~a1ty.. . . 

In Nu Ce.swell • '8 "• I. 855 

"It mq be safely eald tba.t at oommort law• when not 
detrimental to the publ1o interAst- the rlgh,t to 1nspoct· 
public reoord.e exists with all persons who. bave a suff1c1&ut 
1ntero.et S.n the subject matter thereof, and not injurloue to 
the pub11c 1ntere·eta." 

Ol•ent v. Graham• 48. vt. 314 
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Royden V. Brown.. Esqld:re 
.August 6~ 1940 
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~The hld.1vldual demanding aeceas to• Bnd 1nspeot1on 
of public docmnenta ~ot not only have .an interest 1n the 
~Yl.e.tte·r~ to tzhich they relate, a d1roct and tangible 1nteres~-• 
t"Ut th~ inspection must bG sought ro~ some spec!f'!-o a~ leg.it• 
:b;is:~e pu.r_poae.. i'he grat1.f'1oa.t1on ot tnere cur1os·1t7., or !l'tOt!Yf.118 
merely flPeoulat!ve w.lll not entitle h!m t.o demand an exwnlnation 
ot such N,Co!'ds. tt· 

In the instant ca.-ae it seems to ...,o tli1;t the-re ls 
oona1d.erable doubt about t!'le docume1?ts 1n your possession· 

·boint public documents, 11~1118 filed ·v.oith you temporar-117 a11 
·a partial repo~ of a OO!t'm1ttee. exeept1ne thoso omored 
filed w1th the various County Attorneys .. 

From the stete·:1?nt ~i' the Co.t:11'!!1ttee near top of 
p.c~ge 5 0£' their report 6 1t e.pt>ears to r.1e that they d1d not 
deQire or consider any part of their report~ exec~t!ng that 
tiled as afo~esaid7 should be public. 

It s·c.=a-ems to !"la that th~ro could be no serious 
objection 1n so eons1der1ng it untll the -eou1~ rlec1dee 
othartv1se. 

Veey truq fOUl's• 

~anford L. Fogg 
De:puty Attorney Gcmeral 

SLF:G!-T 


