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July 17, 1940
Frang U. Burkett, Attorney Genersl

Lt. 8. Colby Wardwell, State Police
Bangor, Huaine

In your letter of July 12, you a&sk for sn interpretation
of the {ecretary of Statels ruling in regerd to the use of temporary
plates on 2 loaded truck without a permit from the fecretary of Stete.

Thils rule was mede under ths authority of tie statute
giving the Eecretary of Stateé the right to mske rules and regulations
for the operation of motor vehicles end equipment, This rule was
approved by the Governor and Couneil smd has been enforceq & number
of prosecutions having beem completed under it and at the present
time no perzon arrested for violetion of this ruling has appealed
or taken the case to the Law Court, so that st the present time it
is part of the motor vehicle law &nd the duty of all of us is to
enforce 1t until such time es the Cowrts say it is impraper.

- The ruling was made to correct a situstion which had given
the department considerable trouble and might be unfair %o those &ho
had regularly and properly registered trucks. Deplers would purchase
new and used trucks, attach to them temporary plates snd then let the
trucks -out for road work or other Jobs and, at the end of the period
permitted by the teumporary plates, would sttach snother set of tem-
porary plates and permit the trucks to be operated for revinue purposes
for comparatively long periods of time without ever tesking eut ragular
registration.

It sesmed %o the Secretary of State, and to me as we have
discussed the sltuation on meany ocoasions, it was & necessary and
reasonable rule, and I do not know of any Court that has refused to
issue a warrant in such cases. If you know of any suech =ction on
the part of eny Court official and will let xe know, I will try to
adjust the matter.

Fe U. B,



