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July 171 .194() 

Fran~_u. Burkett, Attorney Gener&l 

Lt~ o. Colby v.·ardwe11 .. State Police 
Bangor• Maine 

In your letter of July 12, you ask tor an interpretation 
of the Secretary 0£ State's ruling in regurd to the use of temporary 
plates on a loaded tr-1.1ck ¥11thout a permit from the Eec:retary of 6t~te .. 

·This rule -,.,-as mE..~e under the authority of tLe statute 
giving the £ecretgry of State the right to m~.ke rules and regulations 
for the operation· of motor vebicles e.nd. ec;uipltlent. TMs rule wa1 
•pproved by the Governor und Council 6nn has been en:rorceq, a number 
ot proseeL1tions ha.ving been completed under it and at the present 
time no person arrested for violation or this ruling has appe~le4 
or taken the case to the Law Court, so that at the present time it 
is part of the motor vehi~le law ~nd the duty o! all of us is to 
enforce it until such time as th& Courts aay it is improper. 

· The ru11ng was made to correct a situ.a ti.on which had given 
the department considerable trouble and might bs unfair to those •11ho 
had regularly and properly registered trucks. Deplers would p1ll:'chase 
new anci used trucks, attach to them temporary plat.es and tt.en let the 
trucks-out for road work or other 3obs and, at.the end or tr-e period 
permitted by the tem~orary plates, would attach another set of tem
porary plates and 1,ermit the trucks to be operti.ted for revenue purposes 
for comp4:1,ratively lo,.1g periods of tiae without .ever ts.king eat regular 
registration .. 

It seemed to the Secretary of State, and to me as we have 
discussed the situation on mmiy ocoasions, it was a nectssaey ~nd 
reasonable rule, and I do not know ot any Court that has refused to 
1$SUe a warrant in such cases. If you know ·or a~y such &ction on 
the p&rt of any Court official and ~ill let ~e. v.now, I ~111 try to 
adjust the matter •. 

F. U. B, 


