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Hon. N ormel'i E' • Vr'h1 tn ey 
.bangor,. Maine 

Dear .Norman.: 

June 12, 1940 

. We all, o-r course, kn-o"" that the purpose 
of Legisl6t1ve Document No. 1243 was to provide ror 
a fund. not exceeding (2,000,000 to ba--raised• it 
necessary., by an issue of bond.$. By Section l, that 
sum is the maximum amount v;hicll the Treasurer of State 
is ~uthorized to bor~ow~ and th$ Governor and-Council 
authorized to e~petid. Th~ heading o!' Section l should 
probably be changed. You will note that the heading is 
"Bond issue .for mil.itary expenses", but nowhere 1n that 
section is anything said about bonds. It is si~~ly 
an authorization for tho treasurer to borrow. · 

Section 2 p~ovides for the bonds anci all the 
way through the· aat the v1ords: nror the purpo$es set 
forth in this &.ct.'1 are · Ufjed., and I do not bP-lieve that 
the act v,-ould e\ter be interpret~ as ,providing for the 
1·aising and expenditure of any sums in excess of the 
$.2,000,000. · In other fiords, Section l ~uthorize_s the 
expenditure of this sum end gives the Trea&urer of 
ctete authority to borrow it; and Section 2 is authority 
to 4.ssue bonds for tha.t amount. · ,, 

I do not be1ieve there ~ould ever be any 
confusion 1r it was aaopted as it is written, anr;i I hi6p9 
~hen the Legislature reconvenes that its passage YlilI bf 
speedy. I am. enclosing a copy of the- act on the· ch&nc•_•, 
that you may_ have mislaid yours. · 

FUB H 

Very truly yours, 

Frai1z o. Burkett 
~ttorney General 


