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14r·. Burket~ 

1tr. Fessenden-

Attorney General 

• 
. Hosp.ital. Insurance Blue Cross Trade-Mark 

A few yeai,-s -go.the Secretary ot State granted the exelua:1.ve 
use or the Blue .. Cross as a traee-mark. for a hc-spital il'lau:r.ance 
society. · Recently, an9tber qr-ganizat1on has ap-"11ed for a. trad.e
muk of a Blue·C:ross witb • symbol imposed on the c~nter ot the blue 
cross~ and you baY.e as~ed=me to ascertain whet~~r or not the Sec
retary of Stat.,.'la&Y 1ssu:e:.-the right for the «x.clusive use or the ne• 
trada-marlt -ili view. of tne exclusive use, preViQUSl'.f granted with · 
l'espect to· th_e·· p]41D 0111• crqs·a, · 

Secti~ U of C~_s.pter ·49 Qt the rtevised Statu~e-s or 19J0., aa4 the 
Seoticm:s fQllo1':ini( th~ar.te~,- :1et r~t:ti the matter which is aub,eot 
to the ri_ght of tr~d:e.:-mar~ ~e proe~ure -f'ar protea.ting · the trade
ma.r.k, .and, th~ inanper in ro.ch the same may be used. In substane,# it 
1a provt4ed .. ~hat ~eu _a pers<m us•s any peculiar name, le'\ter, ~rk, 
4e't1.ce .Qi -f.\gure~r atta·c._~tt~ _.t~ or connected with arrr -articl.e maautac
tur~ or •_;~1~ :J;>:y. • .b#l~ .,nc::~er person- sha11 u:st·;- ••ithout his -coiuu~nt~. 
the s,µne _ _-_.-Qi". fllY- .~11.ar n~f• let'ter, mark.- device or figure,. 

• '\, ' ,~ • • ~ II • • • 

· ~ti· ~;QYtis;i~tfo ·wit.h r~spect to filing a . eertif icate with the Secre
taey.- -ot Stai._,_ ~etluil'e- tbat the c·ert1f1cate shall set forth_, among 
0.tli~ .t~ts.; .~pe. ~1as:s t9·-which the trad•-mark is to be approp~iatect. 
:!Ji•- •xe~'fsive r1_ght to, the .use ot suc-h trade-mark u;cm the filing ,or the_ 
e~t1t. ":r•••- i• g;rant'9d so ~ong aa the applicant or his ._ssigna con-:, 
~inue .t ,q :~e _enaai·ea. in the ~DUf.aeture or aal~ ot the merchaDdiae er 
~•cr._:pijion 0£ goods·to. which the trade-mark 1s app,ropriated • 

. . - ''. _:~-{ •. ~ 'b~·- n~~ed in rev~ew1ng th~ J4a1ne ·1.,_w with reg~rd to· trade
~ _ s ; , -that no men~1oa· is made or the use -or a trade-mark 1n -eonneot.iOB
:w,it.h ~.;--·t7pe of -coaerc1a1 -~r professional. or 1nduat:r-1al. t:ransaotioa 
tithe~7ihan the manur-.c1n;1re or an article or the as.le or goods. In my 

/ o.pttn· · n. , _ • i.n•uz,ance policy ·is not a manufactured articl• n~ ttioods• 
., nor.__ COIIJIOd1ty_ anti it therefore appears to me. tha~ the B111e cro·s.a 
· tJ--. ·. '!"'mark, waa: not enti·tled to the same under the ).aw-a ot this Sta.te 

and; . •1m1larly~ the. _pre•ent applicant for the exclusive use at a Blue 
Criss t~ade-aark with a modifying symbol imposed upon it, is not en
tJ •1ed to th.f. e~clU:•1'fe use thereof under the laws ot ltaine since 
ne t~•r applicant pl;ans or intends to use su~h trade-mai-k in con
-~e,ti~ with ~a $anut'acturff ~;r~icle, merchandi~Et pr •goods•.. · 

µt 1my oii:nt~ the original ce~tifica·te and affidavit tiled an4 
1:' rded in ~h, otfiee_ 01' th_e Secretary or State, with respect to the· 
p Bltte Cross., 1--. ot no effect. 

(Signed) J'ohn. s. s. fessen~en 


