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The Honorable Lewls O, Barrows
Governhor of Maine

State Bouse

duguate, Maine

Yy dear Governor Barrows:

In your letter to me under date of April laz you
ask if, in my opinion, Mr. Homer . Orr vho has been Leputy
state Purchesing Agent sinee Harch 14, 1938, can act
officizlly for the lDepartment of Finance and continue the
esgsential routine of the office of the ftate rurchasing
hgent untll the eppointment and confirmation of a new
Commissioner of Flnancs.

¥r. Orr's tenure of office 1= not affected by
the resignation of 4r. Owen as Commissioner of Finence, or
as Utute Purchesing igent. He is a member of the clagsified .
service with an appointment approved by Your Fxecellency and
the Executive Council.

.. I understend that under Mxr. Owen's orders he hus
performed all of the duties of the Ltate Purchasing Agent
since his appointment, snd that he ls entirely famlilar
with 211 of the routine of the Buresu, which Buresu has
many dutles and responsibilities in the purchase of essen
tial supplies that must be performed dally.

In my opinion Nr. Orr should cuntinue to earry on
2ll of the essentisl routine of the office ay Deguty Itate
Purchaesing Agent, making such purchases in sceordsnce with
the system vhich hes been established for the office under
the Code as are necessary for the cerrying on of the wonrk
of the variocus Btate depsrtments until the newly wppointed
Cormissioner of Finance hes hed hig appointuent confirped
by the Executive Counell, has suslified and sssumed the duties
of his office and uppointed 8 bLtate Furchasing Lgent.

Eesp&ptfully yours,
Franz J. Burkett

Attorney Ceneral
¥UB H



