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The Honorable Lewis o. Barro•• 
Governor or Maine 
state Bouse 
J,ugusta; Maine 

~ dea::r Governor Barrowsa 

kpl"il 191 19.40 

In your letter to me under date ot J.pril 181 you 
ask it, in my o»1n1on, Kr. Homer¼. Orr ~ho has-been ~eputy 
t:tate ?urchasing·A.gent since Mflrch 14, 1938, can act 
officially tor the Department of Finance and continue the 
essential routine of the office of the ftate Purchasing 
Agent until the appointment and donfirmation of a n&w 
Commissioner or Finance. 

Ur. Orr's tenure or office 1s not affected by 
the re_s1gnat1on or .!1r. Owen as Coniss1oner ot Finence. or 
as Ctc.te Purcba1ing Agent. He is a member or the classified, 
service ~ith an appointment apFroved by Your f.xcellency and 
the Executive Council. 

.. I underot,..nd that under Mr. Ch-ten's orders he has 
perr~:rmed &J.l o-t the duties of 'th& btate ·Purcr,.asir.·g Ag~nt 
since bi$ &.ppo1ttt,r;ent, and that >;,-a ii; entii--~11 f.amilla: 
with all of the routine of the Bureau, Yrhiclj·. ~ureau 'has 
many du~ies and respcms1b111ties in the purch~ae of e1sen
t~a1 suppliea ·~at must be performed daily. 

In my opinion T!r. Orr should c:>n_tinue to carry on 
all of the es.senti&l routine or the' office a·!r Deputy {=tate 
Purchasing Agan;• making such p.urohas,s ,.i1.n aec~rdance with 
the system 1·hich has beE-n est&blished fdr t.l'le office un.d.er 
the Code as are necessary for ·the carrying on or the ~ork 
or the v-ar1ou$ State departme:nts unt11· the;. ne¥i1'1 trt4pointed 
Co~1sF1oner or Finance has hfl.d hi$ ai.•po1ntn.ent confirmed 
by the Executive Council_, has bU'-8l1f1ed and assumed the duti.es 
of his office a..~d appointed a bt~te furch~sins tgent. 

F.espa~tt\111:y your SJ• 

Franz 'J. Burkett 
Attorney Oenerf\l 


