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Tion. Guy L. Thomas 
~6yQr City of Calais 
Calais, lla.;ne 

Def..r Mr •. Thomas: 

March lJ, 1940 

It t:·ould. be perrectl7. legal ror your city govfl'rn
.ment to fl"ovide for a vote by locil option on the ,·,uest1on 
of permitting Sunday l'!loving pictures in your city at. your 
coming city election, or a.t·a special election to- be held; 
and I reel very ~erinitely ttwt if tb~re is surr1a1en·t public 
inta.rest 1n the matter you sb.ould do so ~nd give tbe citizens 
of the city a chanee to vote on t~1s ~uestion. · · 

-If you get~ ~etition from a sufficient number or 
legal voters you :nust. p:rovide for su-ch a vote- at y,::,ur n1?xt 
city electic:,m according to the i;rovi~i~ns of sections 4_. !i, 
6, 7 knd 8 of Chapter 5 of the Revised ~tatutea. bec~ion 4 
of Chapter !1: has, h:iv.ever,. been &.:!l&'nded by Cha~·ter 198 of the 
?ublic ~aws of 19,9, and you will note that 1nste~4 of the 
provision or ten or ~ore voters re~uesting the action, under 
the amendment the pe·tit1on must be signe.d by the number of 
legal voters ii.r the city v.·hicb is not less tl:.an ten percent 
of the voters registered 1n the biennial Et~te election last 
passed. 

:Ur. Ed'IUJ.rd 1. Merrj,11, who has been intereSt$d 1n 
this matter for Mr. Dond1s, tells me he has eiscussed the 
matter i' .. 1th your city solicitor on the basis of the~ unamended 
a.ct. Be •as in the office today aDd we ht:VE both gone over 
the m.att&r and -we both understc..r.d tr.~ t the number t1C\t reriuired 
1$ .as I have stated above and, in order to fincl the reqJ11re-d 
number you .should count th-e total number of registe:red voters 
v.ho 1t~re ~ual:l.fied to vote at the ~tate election held in lC:.:38, 
and then be sure th.at the signers of t~.:.e p-eti tion ~re al;L 
le.gal votc,rs. 

"i1hile it is ey ·opinion, t.1.s I stf~tt:d above, tr.c..t if 
you find that there is t:ufficient intC:rest in the matter to 
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justify another vote on the question you shoul~ ~rovice for 
su.th ~ vote of your o~n raotion. It' th& pet1 tion I t?lerei'ore ,
is prescmted to you bea:t·ing the requisite number or !,lgna
tur-es;. it 1e y~ euty to so provide. 

· As you read· sections 4, !i and 6 of Cba.,.ter 5, 
you l;ill note that they ~-p~ly to toYins, but that 1;ect1on S 
or the swne chapter Inf.altee them also a!Ji-:•lY to ai ties. 

FOB H 

V-ery tr-uly yours, . 

Frana u. Burkett 
Attorney General 


