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The Honorable Lewis O. Barrows 
Governor of ~aine 
Augusta., Maine 

.,~y o.ea.r Governor Barrows: 

FebruF-ry ~o, ·1940 

In your letter to ~e of January ~4th, you call 
'JJJY attention to· the fa.ct thati at the ;p1·c;sent rE:.te at 'f':hich 
ex_penditures are being made in ths d~p~rtment of health and 
welfare, the a.ppropri.s.tion I!lale to that department for, -
supp-ort of State -p&upers by the last session of the Legts,.. 
lature will be exhausted befor~ the e.nd ot the fiscal year. 

You then ask if 1n my opi.ni<>n · the Str;.te w:mld be 
justified in withholdi;;'lg furt;;er ex;:,er1ditur .. es in t.tse Stat.e 
pauper division at.te-r ~1:e appropriation made ther-eror is 
e~bausted. · 

I cannot belieJe that the f&ct that the appro-. 
priation made by the las.t Legisl6ture fo~ the support of 
State paupers is- _exhausted v~ould justi-fy il'i thholding aid 
and support tor t·hose unfortunate pe~p:.e who &r~ in distress 
and who come v:ithin the class1ficE.tion of State paupers. 
Neither csn I - bel.ieve· that th.e last session or tl'ie Legis
lat~~e, which apparently did not appropriate enough-money 
for the support of State paup6rs, intenC:ed that if the -amount 
appropria·ted there.for was insufficient, ruture iupport for 
such Stute paupers should be withheld. 

. During the past several· fiscal years ti:is appro
priation h&.s been insufficient and, when exl'tausted, .!unds 
have been used from other sources and th.e next session of 
the Legislature .h~-s appropriated funds. to meet the tlcficit 
thus created, thereby $.pp1:1rer,tly r&tifying the- action of the 
State gov~rnment in continuing such support in spite of the 
insufficiency of the ~ppropriated funds. It wa-~ to 1nee-t such 
situations th~t the contingent. 'fund was- crea.ted as nrovided 
in Section 103 of Chapter 2 ,:,f the Revised 6t-atutee-: 

FUB R 

Vsry truly yours, 

Franz rr. Burkett 
Attorney Gene~el 


