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January 31, 19490

Edgdr F. Cousins
01d Town
Maine .

Dear Fdgar:

A minor, that 1ls, a person undser 21 years of age, ls not
gligible to hold the office of Justice of the Peace or Dedimus
Justice. Therecdoes not seem to be any questlon about this in any
law I can find. Guoting from 36 Ruling Case Law, page 334, are the
following words:

1t is & rule of universal spplicution that a
person under 21 years of age cennot hold the office of
Jugtice of the Peace, Tor offices shere judgment, dis-
cretion and @xperience are necessary for ihe proper
discharge of thelr dutles, are not to be trustac to the
hands. of ‘infents.®

The ease of Colding's petition on page 149 of the 57th
New Hampshire report, states as rfollows:

"Being in the eye of the law infansg, 1. g. zpeech-
less, or, in other words, unable to speak for himself in
ordinary matters of contract, unable in the eye of the law
to exercise sufficient Judgment tc bind his property by
the purchase of a penny-whistle, or by & promisgory note
for any sum however srall, the ldea that the same law
woula permit him to exercise judielally power over liberty,
the perscns, and the property of his fellow-citizens, is
simply absurd.®

I appreciate your interest in my welfure, but it seemed
best for me not to run for Covernor this time, and as you know, I
am a gandidate for Attorney General for another term. If you can
help me any with this, I would appreciste it. bOometime when we have
a chance to sit down together, I will tell you all Bbout tre situnation.

With kindest personal regards, I remain

Very truly yours,

Franz U. Burkett
¥UB H Attorney General
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