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Mr. William A. Runne~ls 
State Controller 
Augustei., Maine 

Dear ~r. Runnells& 

In re t .own of Wayn~• 

January 4, 1940 

I have, been having a conference tl.is morning 
with repres·entatives of t'.he to1.m·and their counsel. 

Under the provisions or Chapter 127, Private & 
Special Laws of 1931,"which provided for the building of 
the AndrosQoggin Lake Dam, the town of Wayne was obligated 
to pay 26 2/3 percent of the cost of. the dam. Provioion 
was 1114de for the apportionment of this sum upon lBnds 
adjacent to and abUtting on the lake with a method p~ovided 
for the collection from the abutting owners by assessmen• 
and lien. 

After this law was passed some of the abutt:l,ng 
owners sought legal counsel "v-iho advised them that there was 
a poss'ibility that the law was unconstitutional because no 
part of the cost was placed upon the town of Leeds, 81)4 for 
other reasona. The assessors made no effort to collect this 
money from the abutting owners and I hf.Ve told them tQday that 
I thought they were derelict in their duty, and that t-bey had 
no right to reMY on the 0LJ1nion as to the constitutiona.l~ty or 
the law, ~nd that they shot1ld take im!'D.ediate steps to lii,.pportion 
tnis.cost and collect it. This they have agreed to do.· 

Acting on the advice from this office, you have 
deducted this year from certain moneys due from the town of 
Wayne for highway purposes a part or this amount that Wa.yne 
shouid pay to the State, representing money that has already 
been disbursed by the town for road purposes. In my opinion, 
in view of all the misunderstanding and confusion wl:ich has 
existed and relying upon the agreemept of the present assessors 
to take 1rmLediate steps to collect the money, you should turn 
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over to the· to"lm of Wayne for this year, the sums that ~ere 
withh~1d;. and it is· understood further that the State insist 
on its right to make this offset, and that.,if the procedure 
outlined above is not carried out by the to%n, beginning 
next year we will deduct sums due the.State from any Ltate 
moneys that may be due the town until the State has been 
fully reimbursed. 

FUB H 

Very truly yours, 

Franz u. Burkett 
Attor?Jey General 


