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Irvine E. Peterson, Esquire 
Judge Caribou Municipal Court 
Caribou,. Maine· 

Dear J'udge1 

December 6, 1939. 

Some of the old.er cases in th .. 1 Utate, notably 
otate v. Beeman, reported in 35 l~aine, !'age 245, limited 
the scope of the word highway but nowhere can we r1nt1· any 
distinction between the word•S 11highway" and nwa.yn. Appar
ently both words h~ye been used interehange&bly in tlle 
tif:atute& and mean the sarue thing so that 1n interpreting 
the p~o•1s1ons of the inspection law, Ch~pter.169 of the 
Public Laws of 1939, 1~ is our opinion that the word 
"highways" as used therein means the same a~ •ways' as 
defined in our statute; and the d-efinition _of way &.$ 
round in Section l of Chapter 29, as amended, 1s · that 
the word way includes all kind of public ways which in 
our opinion would bring within t~e scope of t;;hai;ter 169 
every place or avenue upon wh1ch the public is authorized 
to· travel. Webster•·• Dictionary defines hi~way as: 

ttA main road or thoro~ghfare; hence, a 
road or w•y-open to the use of· the pu.hlia." 

I think, therefore, that Vie s'hould proceed with 
· enforc·ement of the provisions of Chapter 169 on the theory 
that the word "highwayft is synonomous ~1th twayt and cov€rs 
all streets, anu roads of whatever description th~t are 
open to the public for travel. 

FOB H 

Very truly yours6' 

Franz U. Burkett 
Attorney Gener~l 


