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November 14, 19 39· 

To Lucius D. Barrows, Chief Engineer, State Highway Department 
Re: Right~ of Way 

I am in re·ceipt _of your letter. . •. relative to the authority 
of the State Highway Commission to enter into contracts with the 
Federal Government for the securing of lands and rights of way ~or 
highway pur_poses. 

Our only statute, Chapter 11~, P. & s. 1933, authorizing the 
State Highway Department t9 cooperate with the . Federal Gove-mment, 
relates. to the construct.ion and_ mai~tenance ·of public -highways. 
There does not appear to be ariy authorization int.he act providing 
for the acquiri~ ~d financing of r .ights of way by long-term con­
tracts with the Federal Q9ve~nt • 

. · Section 12 of Chapter 28 R.· S. of Maine, as amended by 
Chapte.r 135, P. L.- 1933 and Chapter 215, P. L. 1939, contains 
the only direct provision for the taking of l•d by the State 
Highway Commiss_ion for public highWays. Consequently I have to 
answer your que~tions in the negative. 

Sanford L_. Fogg 
Deputy Attorney General 


