MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




This document is from the files of the Office of

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference
Library on January 19, 2022



July 28, 1939

Honoreble Bertram ¥, Packard
Commlssioner of ¥ducation
Auguste, Maline

Dear Dr. Packards

I understand from our conference this
afternoon that, prior to the duite when the city of
Fastport was taken over by the Emergency Zunieipal
Finance Board; certain sums of money have beén _
taken from the pay of tescherz employed hy that city
under the provislons of Jection 229, Paragraph 2 of
Chapter 19 eof the Hevised Statutes, end that these
sung so deducted have not been turned over to the
Tigasurer of 8%ate prior to the takiéng over of the
elty. &

As you Enow, the Emergency Hunicipal
Finance Doard Las consistently ruled that .1Ho debt
contracted by a town prior to the taking over of its
affaira by the Stete should be pald until the
finsncial accounts of the town have been audited
and the gquestion of the legality of its debts sub=
mitted for Judicial fetermination, These sums so
deducted, however, would seem to me to be In a
different category then sn ordinary debt of the towm
and, having been deducted {rom the teechers! pay are
held in trust by the city for the teachers, the city
simply scting as g_collectlon sgency ror the State and
the money 0 collected never legally becoming & part
of the asagts of the eity.

In wy opinion it would be proper for Com-
slssioner HEla of Eastport to turn any money so collected
over to the Treasurer of [tate for th¢ benefit of the
teachers from whom it was collecteds & process vhich
would save furiler payment of interest on these funds.
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This cpinion would a2lso, of course,
apply to the situation in Silver Ridge Plantation,
Blaine, Kingman and any other tovn or zlsntation
which has bsen, or may be, taken over-by the
Emergency Hunicipal Finance Board.

Yery truly yours,

Frangz U. Burkett
Attorney Gesneral
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