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July 11, 1939 

'l'he Hono:r-;-""ble Lewis o • .Barrowa 
Governor of Maine 
Augusta,· Maine 

Dear Governor Barrowst 

In answer to your inquiry as to the e.ut'bority r,f the 
Governor end Council to &J;"ant the request of' . tbe To,1n of V1a1•ren 
:for you 'to tut·n over to the town the sum of t..)00 tbe balance re­
maining ot the estate of tl:e late F. M. Blanchi.rd, I am ples.sed 
to call your attention to Section 30 of Chapter 76 or the Revi~ed 
Statutes ~herein it is providec:J. that public administrators lhul 
"upon petition to the probate court and ~rter due notice thereon, 
take out letters of' adm.inist~ation and administer on the estates 
or persons who died intestate 1n said county, not known to have 
in the state & ~ido~. widower, or any heirs or kindred who ean 
lawfully inherit such esta.te.n. 

In Sect1on 32 or the same chapter it is firovit:.ed thata 
"When there is-' 1n the hands of -such public administratort an 
amount of money, more than is necessary for the payment or the 
deceased•s debts and for·oth.er purposes or administration, 1£ no 
widow• widower or heirs of said deceased have_been discovered, said 
administrator shall be required by the judge to dep0sit it with the 
treasurer or state who shall rece1va it; the state sh$ll be respon• 
sible for the prineip~l thereo~. for the b~~efit of those who may_ 
lawfully cla.iln itJ and the g-overn·or and ~ouncil, on &pflication 
and proot, n:ay order the treasurer to pa.y 1 t over, ancl such principal 
is her··eby appropriated to pay sach law.ful claim1. n. 

Section 34 0£ the same chapter provides thati 
heirs, ~ido'IN, 01· next 0£ kin., to any such intest,.tei or 
claimants, do not demand such money ,.,1th.in tv:enty yes.rs 
or its deposit, it sh~ll be forfeited to the state."• 

f1If the 
other l!rwful 
from the t1me 

From th~ i'oregoing it is evident th.st the Governor and 
Council do not have e.:uthor ity to grant the req iest of the selectmen 
of the Town of ·warren. 

~•sp&~tfully yours, 

SLF H 

Sanford L,· Fogg 
DeptJ.ty Attorney Generr.l 


