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Decsmber 23, 1938

Hr. ﬂ- ﬂn wﬂmth
Supt. State Ald Roads

.Eighvay Department
Augusta, Msine:

Dexr 8irs

At the request of .Roy Owsley, 1 am writing you
relative to the construction of a ;tats highway. between
Brownville and Millinocked, and especially as to the
mther:'..ty of the Board of County Commissioners to assess

& porsico of the oeits of construction &gainst the land
owers of an unincorporated towmigship under the provisions
of sectlons 54 and 56 of Chapter 13 Bevised Statutes (1930)
as. amanded by~ mmr 21.6 ar the ?nﬁl.ie Laws of 1933.

' You «wm. ma« mt sectim 54 provides thaty
ﬂi&xda a road is 1a1d ovér lands under section P yw-fiva of
dghapter twenty-seven, the county commissioners shall at.
their first Teghlar session thereafter assess thereon and
on adjoining townships benefited thereby, sueh an amount
a3 they ;Iudge necessary for: mm;, opmins, aid paying
msu :mdins 1%8..%

Bection 5& o&ﬁh& ter 27, provides that: “Zhe
county comrissioner ftion ! nay, Yay out &lter,
or discontinue a msﬂwq on eny tract of‘ lmd An their
coumty, ete.t.

- It; therefore, appeers that aactiom 54 relates
solely to raads ieid ou‘ the county Ccommissioners, md
would not-ap l.y to the road or highway in quesation which
I am infor wvas lzid out by the S8tate Highway Comoissi on.

Ssction 56, smended es: afaruuttd, provides thats
"8aid county aomnaimwx “$n” Octobey &nnual‘Ly*Wshnll make
an inspection of all county roads, State and State~zid highways
and other rosds lodsted as town roads in the unincorporated
-townships in their counties arid shall thersupon mske an -
estimate of the emount needed for repeirs, mainténance, snow




'

meke them safe and convenient for pu
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removal and improvements so s to comply with the
provisions of the State Highway lews, and to.otherwise
following year. and thereon élax'gudinu st Mo gm' e £
0 g 858088 no g 2 percen
of the valuation thereof, eto,¥

: It is apparent that the muuns of this section
2pply cnly to repsirs and mpmvment of rosds alresdy
constructed.

- ‘I understand your inquiry is comcerning new
ccnstruction of & voad laid oud atd being constracted by
'qhe Stats Hig hng Comuission, ecnsequently, I have to.

nform you that I do not m of auy provision of our .
Wa&%as which’ authorm' the assessuént of the tax you
gantion.

I do not Inow why the tax provided for in section 54
is limited to rcads laid out by the County Commissioners

' except. that it was enscted bsfare any other sgency had power

to estadblish rosds in mvsmm tamhipa. .

In case the County manmiuianers should decide %o
assess the tax previded for in Chapter 216, P. L. 1933, it
i.g zg:ssihle that no objsction would he made by partiss in

€8%.

Yery truly yours,

Sanford L. Fogg
Deputy Attorney General

&Ly H



