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J'.obn r. Fitsgerald, Adm1n1a'bra~or 
142 .High 8treet 
Portland, Ka.ine 

D♦ar Kr. 11tagera1da 

4'Ulle· 181 1988 

. !his ottice has- advised the pre1911,t selectmen ot ·tl?,~· 
town ot 1f1nelow that there 1a no prov1•1~ ~n'the statute, 
ot the St~ttt relative to the ,eleqtion· o~ a chairman,. or 't:h•t 
aw partieular one ot· 1me three t1ve -or aeven 1eleatma. 
eleoted by ar,y town becomes cha1_:,man of th• Bo•rd bd&U(e· ot 
tbe order o~ bis election, or beoau_se ot an,y d~aignati~ that 
lll&7. be plaoecl on the ballot, · 

While ·1t is undoubtedly the ouetom i.n tlie St1;1t,e t~ ~all 
the •ele.~tman who is elec.ted as first· selectman the ··eha11'!MJ11 
I .sae no reason ,my· a ~&Jortty in number. of .-. board ot 
seleo-~en elected 1n this ~tatG ~annot elect any one ot the 
selectman. to .be chairman. · 

_ Chapter 11 Secti·on s, Par,agraph III, ot the Revised 
Sta_tute1 reads •• toll~•• IWords gittn, authority· .t;o_· .t-Jut-e• 
.or more persona authorize a maj'ority to act, -,nen tha ·ena<st
ment do•• not othel"lfise determine.• I interpret this to 
mean that a a&3or1t., o~ any bo~rd have authority ·to act 1n 
all town matters, incl\ldiilg the selection o-r the·tr own 
chairman. · 

fOB B 

Very truq yours, . 

( ad) Pranis U. Burkett 
Fratus. U ~ Burkett 
Attorney General 


